SATURDAY,  JANUARY 9
8:00 a.m. Ronald and Elena Galdieri
5:30 p.m.  Alice Leyhan
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:30 a.m. Tommy Briscoe
10:00 a.m. Tom Johnson, Sr.
12:15 p.m. Larry Pribula
5:30 p.m. John and Adlyn Maurello
MONDAY, JANUARY 11
7:00 a.m. Mary Elizabeth Stinelli
12:05 p.m. Elizabeth Throckmorton Cooke
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12
7:00 a.m. Michael Kramer
12:05 p.m. Shirley Koniche
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13
7:00 a.m.  Gretta Moloney
12:05 p.m.  Agnes Ayres
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14
7:00 a.m. Amy Altenburger
12:05 p.m. Gretta Moloney
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
7:00 a.m. Vincent Leonie
12:05 p.m. Thomas McDemott
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
8:00 a.m. Rose O'Brien
5:30 p.m. Claire M. Dunlap
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:30 a.m. Ester “Silvia” Garcia Torres
10:00 a.m.  Moses Lewis
12:15 p.m.  Larry Pribula
5:30 p.m.  Paul Havrilla

irst Reading — Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Today'’s first reading comes from the writings of

Isaiah of the Exile. The prophet declares to the
Jewish exiles in Babylon that in addition to restoring
them to their homes, God will also act through a
chosen servant to bring justice even to the pagan
nations.

econd Reading — Acts 10:34-38

In this portion of the Acts of the Apostles, Peter
addresses the first Gentiles to enter the Church
community. He affirms that God has now acted,
through Christ, to save all peoples. He also
speaks of the beginnings of Jesus’ ministry.

ospel — Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

The evangelist Luke often portrays Jesus as
the model whom Christians must imitate. In
today’'s passage from Luke’'s Gospel, the Holy
Spirit anoints Jesus for the mission that he is
about to begin. At our own baptisms, we
assumed the same mission that Jesus began at
the Jordan.

Baptism of the Lord

The Rosary is prayed every weekday 15 minutes before the

12:05 Mass.

Eucharistic Adoratienrisheld every-kriday from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. at Notre Dame of|Mt. Carmel, Cedar Knolls.

The Perpetual Novena in ‘honor of Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday immediately
following the 12:05 p.m. Mass.

Perpetual Adoration is observed seven days-a-week, 24
hours daily at St. Margaret of Scotland in Morristown.

We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the readings
for next Sunday, January 17, Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time.

First Reading : Isaiah 62:1-5
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Gospel: John 2:1-12

MASS INTENTION BOOK FOR 2009

) mass F- There are still several Masses

INTENTIONS available for the year 2010. The book

for Mass Intentions for the year 2011

will be opening on March 9, 2010 after the noon Mass. If

you will be requesting more than three Masses, please

call the Parish Office at 973-539-2141 to make an
appointment.




PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR THE RECOVERY OF:
Noelle Talarico, Lorraine McMahon, Judy Lynch, Romaine
Rea, Agnes Hogan, Kathleen McCarthy Brennan, Tony
Bersani, Mary Ascher, Rita Ventre, Helen Bitondo, Gladys
Mageau, Becca Wishbow, Michael Garde, Joseph
McGovern, Elsa McGlynn, Doris Lemieux, Patricia Barter-
Varrichio, William.« Galligan, Heidi Hertsgaard, Mary
O’Connell, Janet: Cloninger, Jerry Kwilos, Kathy Farrand,
Robert Carduner, Sherry Rickely, Manuel and Delicia
Calderon, Ariel Donnelly, Julie Ann Barlotta, Elaine Brady,
Christy Lee Ascolese, Sabrina Sanchez, Jim Cavanaugh,
Gabrielle /Murtha, Jody Hartley, Doris' Laurenti, Guy J.
Palazzolo, Jane A. Mullins, Mary Breen, Elizabeth Gibson,
Theresa O’Connell, Maria Svaglinac, Christopher Scully,
Malcolm Sutherland Foggio, Charles Lieb McCloskey, Marie
Valvano, Charlotte Resz, Linda Rosenberg, Sheila Hare,
Thomas Greer, Albert/J. Kelly, Jr.;» Monica Turner, David
Monahan, AlicesSlattery, Eugene R. Fennimore, Julia Sillo,
Amy Villoresi-Cooney, Kenneth Donohue, Jaime Trent, Rick
Baiter, Kathy Hereghty, Cheryl. Collins; ‘Dominick Vacca,
Kyle Noonan, Edward Soboll; Hilda Egan, Jennifer Vickroy,
infant Isla Dell’Aquila, Paul Albanese, Brenda Burns, Vincent
Hogan, Vincent/ Farley, Virginia, Brennan, Jeanne Detsis,
Kathy Wurst, Michael Coppola, John West, Louie Luzzi ,
James Scully, Marge Marks, Patricia Mullany, Michael
DelLucas, Lou Zamora, Susan B.. Reed, Jim Andersen,
Marge Hefferon, Denise Ginty, and Fr."Joe Casey

You are invited to call the Parish Office with the names of
any loved ones who you would like included in the prayers
for the good health of the sick and homebound. Please
notify us_when our_prayers for_recovery have been
answered, so we may remove the person from the list

Jack David Reed
Son of Kevin and Victoria
Adriana Marie Paules
Son of Edward and Loretta

Brianne Knarr to Jeffrey Tuthill

Katherine Klingman to Anthony Vitiello

Howard J. Finlay,
e~rtHusband of Mary, Father of Kathy Endres

Charles A. Brennan, Father of John

Patricia Seely, Wife of Robert

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES AT ASSUMPTION
We believe that Jesus Christ breathes His Spirit on us so
that we can strive to become a more perfect expression of
the Good News in all aspects of everyday life.

Throughout 2009, 136 infants received the Sacrament of
Baptism in Assumption Church.

As the first in the Catholic Church’'s Sacraments of
Initiation, Baptism is a time of special joy and blessing for
each family. Itis a public sign of parents’ faith and trust in
God’s love. In seeking baptism for a child, parents make
a public promise to journey with them, to be their first
teachers, and to offer a guiding hand. But parents are not
on this journey alone. In baptism, each child is welcomed
into our Church family. Because as members of the
Church we are all connected to each other, the
Assumption Parish Community is committed to partner
with parents in nurturing the faith of each child. We will
provide you with the resources, guidance, and
Sacramental preparation you will need to continue to raise
your child in the Christian Faith.

Please call the Assumption Parish office at 973-539-2141
to make arrangements to have your child baptized. To
help you understand the full meaning of baptizing your
child in the Catholic faith, we require all first-time parents
to attend a baptismal preparation class led by one of our
deacons. The baptismal preparation class is held on the
second Tuesday of each month in the downstairs Library
of our Parish Center. You can register for the class when
you schedule your child’s baptism.

You will be asked to name two godparents for your child.
The role of godparents is to help their godchild lead a
Christian life. Traditionally, the godparents are the ones
who insure that their godchild is given a Christian
upbringing if the parents are no longer able to fulfill that
responsibility. But they also help the parents in the
ordinary circumstances of daily life — by their special
concern for the godchild, by their example, and by
whatever assistance they can provide in raising the child.

The godparents should be should be present at the
baptism to profess their faith as representatives of the
child’s extended spiritual family and of the whole Church.
During the liturgy, they declare their readiness to help the
parents “in their duty as Christian mothers and fathers.”
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;
with you | am well pleased.” (Luke 4:21-23)

Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord as the
Christmas Season draws to a close. Our liturgy invites us to
reflect on the meaning of our own Christian Baptism. Jesus’
Baptism by John marks the beginning of His public ministry
of preaching about the Kingdom of God. His work of healing
and reconciliation, all His miracles and His call of the
Disciples would follow during the next three years. We who
are baptized are called to continue the work of the Lord
which He has entrusted to each of us according to our own
vocations as single people, married mothers and fathers, or
as priests and religious. Baptism gives us the gift of Christ's
power in our lives. Here is a reflection | hope you will enjoy.

There is a folk tale from India [...] It seems that there
was a good king who ruled wisely and who ruled well.
One day the king called his three daughters together
and told them he was leaving on a long journey. "l wish
to learn about God, so | will need to go away and spend
a long time in prayer. In my absence | will leave the
three of you in charge. Before | leave | would like to
leave each of you with a gift; a gift | pray will help you
learn how to wisely use your power to rule." Then he
placed in each of their hands a single grain of rice.

The first daughter tied a long golden thread around her
grain of rice and placed it in a beautiful crystal box.
Every day she looked at it and reminded herself that she
was powerful. The second daughter took one look at the
common grain of rice, and threw it away, thus
squandering her father's mysterious gift. The third
daughter just looked at her grain of rice for a long, long
time - until she finally understood what to do with it. She
went outside and planted it in the ground. And it became
a seed, giving life beyond itself, eventually turning into
vast fields of hope and nourishment for others.

When the father returned years later, he asked his three
daughters what they had done with their grains of rice.
Though he was polite to his first two daughters, he did
not respond to their explanations with much enthusiasm.
It was only after the king saw the fields of grain resulting
from his third daughter's wisdom that he responded with
delight. Taking the crown off his head, he placed it on
hers, saying, "Beloved, you alone have learned the
meaning of power." From that day forward, the youngest
daughter ruled the kingdom. She ruled long, and she
ruled wisely, and she ruled well. (William R. White)

As 2010 begins we ask the Lord to help us discover anew
the great gift of our vocations beginning with a greater
appreciation of the meaning of Christian Baptism - the
beginning of our sacramental life and the gateway to all the
sacraments. As we strive to grow in holiness and greater
charity we ask the Lord to help us foster vocations to the
priesthood and religious life among our young people in our
parish. Happy New Year, Father John

FROM THE
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

SPIRITUALITY

Concluding this series on Spirituality, | would like to cite
an example of a healthy view of the body from the life of
St. Francis of Assisi. Before he received the stigmata, the
marks of the passion of Jesus Christ, Francis was very
hard on his own body. He starved it and subjected it to
severe penances, and he drove himself to physical
extremes of exhaustion. However, once he was touched
by the Lord with the wounds of the stigmata on Mt. La
Verna he began to ask forgiveness of his own body. He
shifted from treating his body as an object, to embracing it
as the subject of God's loving touch. “Brother Ass,” as he
affectionately dubbed it. He asked forgiveness of his own
treatment of his body, punishing it instead of embracing it
as he once embraced a leper.

And so it is with us. Once we finally touch the Lord and let
him touch us, we are made whole and holy. Then, as St.
Francis writes in his last testament, “What before seemed
repulsive is turned into sweetness of soul for us because
of that loving, holy touch of God.” We move from a “l-am-
a-worthless-worm” theology to an “l-am-a-beautiful-and-
good-person” theology. And because of that new attitude
of self-acceptance and self-love, instead of getting to
Heaven “at last,” our “going there” is itself a kind of
heaven. And our lives, even in their continual conversion,
become celebrations of the wonderful works of God.

Surely we are not losing our Catholic Spirituality, as some
contend. We are not giving up the pursuit of life in the
Spirit.  Rather, we are infusing the classical and tried
elements of spiritual conversion and growth with a joy and
celebration that stems from a renewed sense of our own
worth and bodily value because of the loving touch of
God.

THANK YOU FOR GREAT DINNERS
Your delicious dinners brought joy and nourishment into
my life! You made my day many times over. | think your
children helped some of you too. | will remember all of
you, and your children, in my prayers. Lori Lynch, Ellen
Edson, Linda Riedell, Mimi Larkin, Linda Cannilla, Kathryn
Montgomery, Teresa Scelfo, Alex Lloyd, Pat Guider,
Kathleen Deutsch, Pat McNamara, Sharon Burke, Pam
Russell, Dr. Joel Cannilla, Will Meehan, Andrea Bopp,
Gino lossa, Susan Locascio, Phyllis DeChiaro, Nancy
Tworischuk, Marybeth Watkins, Margaret Drury, Noelie
Hillebrecht and Erin Manahan. If you would like to pick-
up your containers or special dishes, you will find them in
the school office. Let's keep each other in prayer! May
2010 be a great year for you all. May the good Lord Bless
you with good health, a long life with lots of happiness and
peace.
Love, Father Martin




'7 e A NEW ERA: Jesus’ baptism
<“= vide home | united him with God’s people in
_leﬂ,de In@mg_ a special way. In our Baptism,

we were baptized in Christ and
now share in his Spirit. We are also told, “You are my
beloved child.”

Adults: Am | aware that | am God'’s beloved child? How

do | experience my belovedness?

Children: When do | feel God’s love for me? Do | know

how special | am?

A Family Perspective: As you gather as a family, identify

some of the expectations and behaviors that govern your

family life by answering the question, “What are some of
the things that make our family life unique?” Celebrate
these things about your family life. Observe that Jesus'
identity as the Beloved Son of the Father governed his
behaviors, attitudes, and expectations. Recall that at our

Baptism we were made children of this same heavenly

Father. How does this identity as a member of the family

of God govern and shape our family life?

RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Use one of these
suggestions or one of your own to respond to God’s Word
this week.

In the home: Look for pictures of the Baptism of family
members. Talk about the meaning of that day as you see
it now.

In the workplace or in school: Ask your friends what they
remember of their Baptism and what it means to them
today.

In the community: Think back to the last time you
participated in a Baptism. Try to connect it with your own
experience of being the beloved of God.

— www.americancatholic.org  The St
o, Anthony Messenger homepage
VVEBSITES provides one-minute  meditations,

reflections on the saint of the day and
links to the latest Catholic news.

WHAT'S THE GOOD WORD?: According to the website
mygoals.com, 95 percent of resolutions made for 2008
were unrelated to relationships or family life, focusing
instead on weight loss, careers, and personal growth. But
goals for family life deserve attention, too. In Words Kids
Need to Hear (Zondervan), David Staal outlines phrases
parents must use with their children in order to help them
to become the people God made them to be. Resolve to
use all of these phrases in 2010.

“I believe in you.” When parents articulate belief
in their children, children respond by living up to
that belief. The words themselves are not as
important as the actions that go with them —
looking for opportunities to increase trust and
responsibility; asking the child for her opinion;
focusing on the child and what he is doing or
saying.

“You can count on me.” Staal cited a survey of
fourth and fifth graders, only 40 percent of the whom
said their parents “always” kept their commitments
to them. A surprising 24 percent of the children said
their parents “sometime” or “never” kept their
commitments. Staal says that the commitment to
“actively participate” in life with kids is the best
investment a parent can make.

“I'm sorry. Please forgive me.” These can be tough
words for parents to say because they worry that
saying them will diminish their authority. Not so,
says child psychologist Chick Moorman: “Authentic
authority flows from respect, and sincere apologies
foster the connectedness and trust that is necessary
for (authority) to lovingly evolve.”

“Because.” Far from using the word as a complete
sentence, the author suggests that when parents
give children strong and compelling reasons for their
beliefs, children are better able to confidently follow
the parent’s direction.

“No.” Children need boundaries, and it is a parent’s
responsibility to show them where these boundaries
are. Whether it's saying no to a PG-13 movie for an
8 year old or inappropriate clothing for a 12 year old,
parents who are wiling to inconvenience
themselves by saying “no” when “yes” is easier will
raise children who are secure with limits.

s

$$$$Financial Blessings$$$$
The collection for January 3, 2010 totaled $17,004.
Last year's totaled $20,069. The total for the
Christmas Collection now totals $124,742. Thank
you for your continued generosity and support.

Mass Attendance
Saturday and Sunday, January 2 and 3

5:30 p.m. 310
7:00 a.m. 88
8:30 a.m. 182
10:00 a.m. 389
12:15 p.m. 406
5:30 p.m. 233
TOTAL 1,608
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LOYOLA DAY OF PRAYER FOR SENIORS
There will be a Lenten Day of Prayer at Loyola Retreat
Center on Thursday, February 25 beginning at 10:00 a.m.
The day includes coffee, two Jesuit led conferences,
lunch, Sacrament of Reconciliation and Mass. The fee is
$35.

Invite a friend to this excellent Lenten exercise to prepare
for both the most sorrowful and the most joyous days of
the Christian calendar. It is one of the best things we can
do for ourselves and others. For registration, please call
Jane Bardes at 973-401-0760.

DEAF MINISTRY NEWS
There is a popular hymn that is usually sung during
Christmas season: “Do you hear what | hear? Do you
see what | see?” This beautiful song takes on a more
permanent value throughout the year here at Assumption
because of the Deaf Ministry offered each week at the
10:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday:

Many take our ability to hear for granted since we can
"listen and hear” the Mass being celebrated. The deaf
members of our community, on the other hand, rely on the
10:00 a.m. Mass being “Interpreted” by a person who is
fluent in the sign language used by the deaf. By providing
someone to “sign” the Mass, our deaf members can
“listen and see” the Sacred celebration of the Mass.

It is truly a blessing that our community not only gets to
“listen” to Mass but also at the 10:00 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, we get to “see” Mass being interpreted. We also
have an interpreter scheduled at special Mass times on
Christmas and Easter. Watch your bulletin for
announcements of those special dates and times.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
The Morristown Catholic Young
Adults of Notre Dame (MCYA) invite
you to our January series of Theology
on Tap. This is a free event for
married and single adults in their 20’s
and 30’s.

January 12
“Suffering: Why Bad Things Happen to Good People” by

Fr. Rocco Danzi, SJ

January 19
“God’s Work, Our Hands” by Greg and Therese Floyd

January 26
“Marriage and Sexuality” by Fr. Frank Agresti

NOTE: All events are held at Chevy's Restaurant, 1900
State Route 10 in Morris Plains at 7:30 p.m.

A GIVING TREE THANK YOU

- (
GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY

Wishing all of our Ministry a very blessed
New Year. Pat Manahan will be the

coordinator for the month of January. She
may be reached at 973-538-5516.

ROSE DRIVE THIS WEEKEND
The Knights of Columbus will be
sponsoring a Rose Drive to benefit Support ‘
Life activities. Donations will be collected at

the front and back entrances to the church and all
proceeds will be donated to Support Life activities in the
diocese.

COLLEGE OF SAINT ELIZABETH TO HOST



CONCERT ON JANUARY 29

A performance work entitled Agape, a Greek word
meaning selfless or unconditional love, will be held as a
dedication to the life of Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton,
foundress of the Sisters of Charity, and in honor of the
110" Anniversary of the College of Saint Elizabeth. The
performance will also have a special dedication to the life
of the late Father Edward Hinds, now former pastor of St.
Patrick’s Church in Chatham. The work will be performed
by the DSE Festival Choir and members of the Elizabeth
Singers, in collaboration with the children’s choir from Our
Lady of the Mountain Parish, Long Valley, and the adult
choir of St. Patrick’'s church, Chatham. This concert,
which takes place in Dolan Hall of Annunciation Center at
7:30 p.m., is free and open to the public. All are welcome.
For more information, contact Carol Pisani at 973-290-
4491 or cjpisani@cse.edu.

MARCH AND RALLY-FOR-LIFE

On the 37" Anniversary of Roe v Wade legalizing
abortion, stand for the right to lifel Take an area bus to
Washington DC. See “Beacon” or contact us or your
Right to Life Coordinator. If the all day trek is not doable,
Morris County Right to Life invites you to ride with us to
Trenton. The bus leaves from Assumption’s lower
parking lot. Board the bus at 9:00 a.m. for a 9:15 a.m.
departure. You will arrive back in Morristown at
approximately 2:45 to 3:00 p.m. Register via email at
mcrtl@optonline.net, Subject: Trenton Rally, or by phone
at 973-538-9104. Leave a message with your name,
address, home and cell phone numbers. Free-will
offerings will be taken to defray the cost of the bus.

LEGATUS “AMBASSADORS FOR THE CHURCH ”
“Now More Than Ever”

Legatus, the International Organization of Catholic
business leaders and spouses, is growing its membership
in Morris County. With over 4,800 members in the US,
Legatus provides members the opportunity to deepen
their relationship with God and discover how Catholic truth
and values can help them meet the ethical challenges
faced on a daily basis, both in the work place and at
home. If you are, or were, a business owner, CEO,
president, managing director/partner, executive vice
president or publisher, Legatus invites you and your
spouse to be our guest on Wednesday, January 20. For
information and registration, please contact Kathleen
Fitzpatrick at 973-292-3217 or email
legatusofmorriscountymdc@gmail.com. Please visit the
website at www.legatus.org.

PILGRIMAGE TO

OBERAMMERGAU AND PASSION PLAY IN

GERMANY SPRING 2010
Father John will serve as a spiritual escort for an eleven-
day pilgrimage to Oberammergau, Germany for the
historic Passion Play conducted there every ten years.
The group will be departing on May 29 and returning on
June 8, 2010. In addition to Germany, the trip will include
the countries of Switzerland, Austria, and Liechtenstein
with visits to Heidelberg, Lucerne, Innsbruck, Salzburg,
Munich and Garmisch. A cruise down the Rhine River is
also planned. Space is limited and reservations must be
made early. For information about this exciting pilgrimage
and complete itinerary, please contact Fr. John or stop in
the Parish Office to pick-up a brochure. The cost of the
pilgrimage, including transportation to and from the airport
and airfare is $4,335 double occupancy plus $795 for
single supplement.

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
Monday, January 18 is Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day and a very special day in
Morristown — a time when our
community gathers to remember and
renew the values and visions of Dr. King.

You are invited and encouraged to attend one of the
following day’s activities:

8:00 a.m. Commemorative Breakfast
Hyatt Headquarters Plaza
Tickets: JBonar9850@aol.com
12:00 Noon Interfaith Service

Calvary Baptist Church
10 Martin Luther King Avenue

ST. JOHN VIANNEY RELIC
AT ASSUMPTION
ON THE WEEKEND OF
JANUARY 23-24

Pope Benedict XVI has declared a “Year

for Priests” that began in June, 2009. He
also declared St. John Vianney the Universal Patron of
Priests because of his reputation as a Spiritual Director
and Confessor. A relic of St. John Vianney's clothing will
be at Assumption on the weekend of January 23-24,
2010.

Look for more information in next weekend'’s bulletin.
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