SATURDAY, APRIL 11 — HOLY SATURDAY
8:00 p.m. Francis Scott Walker
SUNDAY, APRIL 12 — EASTER SUNDAY
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:30 a.m.  Donald Morong, Sr.
10:00 a.m.  Adam and Shannon Mast
12:15 p.m.  William J. Poling
MONDAY, APRIL 13 — EASTER MONDAY
7:00 a.m.  The McCormick and Cassidy Families
12:05 p.m. Owen J. Walsh
TUESDAY, APRIL 14
7:00 a.m.  Andrew Williams
12:05 p.m. = Sharon Doyle Gallagher

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15

7:00 a.m.  Joseph Desmond
12:05 p.m. John Flannery
THURSDAY, APRIL 16
7:00 a.m. . Edmundo Santos
12:05 p.m.  Tony Cannilla (Living Intention)
FRIDAY, APRIL 17
7:00 a.m. The Maier and Barnes Families
12:05 p.m. Peter Cavalero
SATURDAY, APRIL 18
8:00 a.m. Rose Francavilla
5:30 p.m.  Joseph Baron
SUNDAY, APRIL 19
7:00 a.m.  People of the Parish
8:30 a.m.  Francis Scott Walker, Jr.
10:00 a.m.  Ronald Chestnut
12:15 p.m.  Robert DiMatteo
5:30 p.m. Rose Francavilla

irst Reading — Acts 10: 34, 37-43

In this portion of the Acts of the Apostles, Peter
proclaims to his fellow Jews that Jesus has been
raised from death by God. Although executed by
the Romans, Jesus will bring justice and
forgiveness.

econd Reading — Colossians 3: 1-4

Today's second reading comes from an early
Christian letter. The author teaches that followers
of Christ have died to sinful behaviors.

ospel — John 20:1-9

Today's Gospel reading from John's Gospel
describes the discovery of the empty tomb. The
mysterious beloved disciple seems to grasp what
has happened more readily than does Peter.

Easter Sunday

We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the readings
for next Sunday, April 19, Second Sunday of
Easter

First Reading : Acts 4: 32-35
Second Reading : 1 John 5: 1-6
Gospel: John 20: 19-31

The Rosary is prayed every weekday 15 minutes before

the 12:05 Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration is held every Friday from 7:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m. at Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel, Cedar Knolls.

The Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday immediately
following the 12:05 p.m. Mass.

Perpetual Adoration is observed seven days-a-week, 24
hours daily at St. Margaret of Scotland in Morristown.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW
MEMBERS!!
The Easter Vigil has been for centuries the time when
Christians welcomed new members to the Catholic faith.

This weekend, we at Assumption, welcome four new
members into our Church. They join men and women
from every continent, culture, and country who, on the
same night, are professing their faith with the Catholic
Community.

At Assumption, we welcome and congratulate our own
newest members: Laura Grossberger, Roberto
Fuenzalida, Gail Schaeffer and Cynthia Sladecek.

Congratulations to you all — best wishes in your Christian
pilgrimage. Come share with us the mission of Christ and
His Church.




PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR THE
RECOVERY OF:

Annette Cattano, Pat and Bob Seely, Noelle

Talarico, Lorraine McMahon, John Dingman,

Judy Lynch, Romaine Rea, Agnes Hogan,
Kathleen McCarthy Brennan, Tony Bersani, Mary Ascher,
Irene Schreiber, Rita Ventre, Helen Bitondo, Gladys
Mageau, Victoria Vega, Cindy Hogan, Becca Wishbow,
Michael Garde, Joseph McGovern, Elsa McGlynn, Doris
Lemieux, Patricia Barter-Varrichio, William Galligan, Doris
Laurenti, Heidi Hertsgaard, Mary O’Connell, Janet
Cloninger, Jerry Kwilos, Kathy Farrand, Robert Carduner,
Sherry Rickely, Manuel and Delicia Calderon, Ariel
Donnelly, Julie Ann Barlotta, Elaine Brady, Christy Lee
Ascolese, Sabrina Sanchez, Miriam Frias, Jim
Cavanaugh, Gabrielle Murtha, Jody Hartley, Doris
Laurenti, Guy J. Palazzolo, Jane A. Mullins, Andy Scrone,
Landa Martin, Mary Breen, Shirley Konicke, Elizabeth
Gibson, Theresa O’Connell, Maria Svaglinac, Christopher
Scully, Siena Broesler, Malcolm Sutherland Foggio,
Charles Lieb McCloskey, Marie Valvano, Conrad
Geraghty, Charlotte Rez, John Maurello, Linda
Rosenberg, Joan Moran, Sheila Hare, Joseph Abrams,
and Dillon Pasapane.

You are invited to call the Parish Office with the names of
any loved ones who you would like included in the prayers
for the good health of the sick and homebound.

Please notify us when our prayers for recovery have
been answered, so we may remove the person from
the list.

SHINES AT ASSUMPTION
We believe that Jesus Christ breathes His
Spirit on us so that we can strive to become
a more perfect expression of the Good
News in all aspects of everyday life.
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Julie Ann Duffy to Mathias Hagovsky
Kathleen Scanlon to Michael Chumer
Kimberly Koopman to Alberto Vazquez

Sometimes the Light of Christ
can be found in the form of a pretzel !!!
On Sunday, March 22, children in Level | of the Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd came together with their parents in a
Lenten Community Service Celebration. Here is the second
half of their report.

. .Having prepared their hearts and minds for the
celebration, the children of the Light washed their hands and
took their places at the table. The children took turns working
in small groups to combine the ingredients. They
remembered the parable Jesus gave us about the Kingdom
of Heaven and the Leaven in Matthew 13:33. The children
mixed the yeast or the leaven and the flour until it was all
leavened through. Each parent and child then received a
portion of the dough to form into small pretzels. The children
carefully formed the pretzels and then lovingly placed them
on the baking trays. The children used pastry brushes to
paint the egg wash onto the pretzels and then carefully
sprinkled them with coarse salt. While some children
continued assembling pretzels, others joyfully washed the
utensils, measuring cups, and bowls. While the pretzels
were baking, the children continued to express their love of
Christ in song and prayer. One Spirit-filled five-year-old
expressed his desire to pray the Our Father. All of the
children in the family stood, joined hands and hearts, and
sang the prayer to Our Father. A few pretzels were broken
into tiny pieces and shared by all. We marveled on how the
simple ingredients of flour, water, salt, sugar, and water had
been changed and transformed into something wonderful for
God. The children then washed their hands and prepared to
package the pretzels. The children were invited to say
prayers for the people who would enjoy the pretzels. As one
four-year-old child placed her pretzel into a small plastic bag
she offered this prayer, “God Bless the person who eats this
pretzel.” The children's offerings of love joined the offerings
of the adults in the Assumption family. The pretzels and
prayers of the Good Shepherd Children were delivered with
the delicious soup made by the Assumption Volunteers on
Monday, March 23, 2009.

Ella Ryan and Aidan Ryan Sorsby
Children of David and Heather

Patrick John Geary
Son of Michael and Cornelia

AN EVENING RETREAT
\We fully realize that it is nearly impossible for most of us to
go on a weekend retreat. So we are offering a One Evening
Retreat to be presented by Sister Kathleen Flannagan, S.C.
from the College of St. Elizabeth, Center for Theological and
Spiritual Development. Mark your calendars for Thursday
evening, May 7 at 7:00 p.m. when Sister will present a
reflection entitled: The Eucharistic Prayer and Life. So often
we have a program presented during Lent, and usually
focused on the penitential aspect of that liturgical season.
We intentionally scheduled this program for after Easter, in
order to provide us with some real food for thought about the
glorious feast we will have just celebrated: The Easter
Triduunm — The Passion, Death and Resurrection of our

Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.




Easter Greetings

Through the Resurrection of his Son, God has provided
us with the gift of eternal happiness. On this most
glorious of Sundays, | pray that you will feel the peace of
Easter in your hearts and in your homes.

Along with Father Dennis, the Deacons, and the entire
staff, | thank you in advance for your generous Easter
giving. Your donations on Easter are used in many ways
throughout the year to support our parish.  Your
generosity helps subsidize our school, enhance our
liturgies, provide sacramental preparation, bring religious
education to our children, run our many ministries,
maintain our beautiful church and grounds, and employ a
dedicated staff who make it all run smoothly.

| am proud to be pastor of a parish that is overflowing with
such generous and dedicated people. | pray that God will
Bless you with Easter happiness throughout the coming
year.

— Father Martin

\O(l Operation
Rice Bowl

EASTER SUNDAY
Jesus Christ is Risen! Our Operation Rice Bowl journey
has ended but working towards global solidarity doesn’t
have to. Let us continue to pray for all of those who work
for justice and for those who benefit from the programs of
Catholic Relief Services, and continue to learn how to stay
connected with our global family through Catholic Relief
Services. Take some time to visit www.crs.org. Thank
you for taking part in the Lenten journey with Catholic
Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl.

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR
THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR,
APRIL 18 AND 19
“Making the elderly happy, that is what counts!”

The Little Sisters of the Poor have been serving the aged
of New Jersey since 1879. Sharing their lives with the
elderly, offering them a home where they may find rest
and refreshment as they journey towards eternal life in the
Father's house: this is the mission of the Little Sisters of
the Poor. Please remember them next weekend and give
as generously as you are able.

FROM THE
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Jesus’ final words:

“Father, into your hands |
commend my spirit.”

According to St. Luke’s account, the words of Christ from
the Cross began and ended with the word: “Father”,
“Abba”. It was the name that summed up his relationship
with God. Even as he repeats the familiar night-psalm,
number 31: “Into your hands, O Lord, | commend my
spirit.” He substitutes the word “Father” for Lord. Father,
“Daddy”, the almost childlike name by which it seems he
had invariably addressed God, until that annihilating onset
of darkness three hours earlier, when he cried out to the
empty silence: “My God, my God, why?”

Nothing had changed since that forsakenness, nothing
but a brief easing of the parched throat, yet he casts
himself into hands that he can neither see nor sense.
Like a child jumping from a window in the night,
exclaiming: “Watch out, here | come! Catch me!” Itis as
though his insistent faith has recreated God, that despite
all evidence to the contrary he could cry out: “Into your
hands, Father, | commend my spirit.”

At the beginning it was the rest of us he was thinking
about—"Father, forgive them.” But now he trusted that
his prayer had been answered forever, and so his
thoughts are fixed upon the Father alone and his own
home-coming. “Your hands, my spirit.” The faint pulse
weakens, the flame sinks; but his spirit is already soaring
toward that reunion like a lark ascending. So it is, Jesus
dies into God.

And that could have been the end, he could have left us to
our own inevitable and eternal chaos. For does not the
rejection of God and the crucifixion of truth and love lead
back to chaos and nothingness? Yes, but we must
remember that it was out of chaos, out of nothingness,
that the universe was created in the beginning. And now,
out of the dark dissolution of Christ's death, because he
wants it to be so, the Creator can start refashioning us as
a new creation and a new and eternal beginning. The
earthquake—the breaking open of the earth—-that is said
to have occurred following the death of Jesus Christ is the
herald of our ultimate joy, it is the herald of our
Resurrection !

“Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.”



"CREATE A CLEAN HEART IN ME, O GOD"
Psalm 51

The Easter Vigil services take us through a history of
salvation from creation, through the Prophets to Paul and
then the Gospels. Jesus' followers still did not understand
what it meant to rise from the dead, nor did they know
right away their roles in the Kingdom of God. God the Holy
Spirit would be their teacher. They came to know that
Jesus lived among them in the breaking of the bread,
prayer, the Scriptures and each other.

Their words are rich in applying the Hebrew tradition to
Jesus the Risen Lord. Paul says, "Clear out the old yeast,
so that you may become a fresh batch of dough." 1 Cor. 5
This is Passover language. "Christ our Paschal Lamb
has been sacrificed ." In Acts we read: "He
commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that
he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and
the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness , that
everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of
sins through his name."

The covenants are not abolished, but fulfilled. Throughout
history God takes our failures and transforms them anew.
Truly, nothing is impossible with God. God is not
compromised by our sin and imperfection. The plan of
salvation in Christ has been from the beginning. In a very
gradual way God's mercy unfolds. We who live in "the last
days" may be filled with questions about the completion of
God's purposes. We are told:

"Seek what is above, where Christ is."

"O God you teach us in both the Old and New

Testament to celebrate this Passover mystery.

Help us to understand your great love for us.
May the goodness you now show us,
confirm our hope in your future mercy."
Amen
— Sr. Patricia Marks

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

—— Easter Sunday: Like the
forihe first disciples, we are not
A== vidle home | aways completely fearless
‘toﬁﬂde home and faithful witnesses to

|

the risen Jesus. But he has
chosen us just the same!

Adults: How well do | recognize the presence of the
Risen Christ in the poor, in the sacraments, and in the
Church?

Children: Do | remember that Jesus is alive in my heart
and | can always tell him that I love him?

A Family Perspective: Invite each member of the family
to name one quality or skill they can use to help others
experience the joy of following Jesus.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD: Use one of these
suggestions or one of your own to respond to God’s word
this week.

In the home: Decide as a family on one specific act of
kindness that you can do this week to celebrate the Risen
Christ’s love for you.

In the workplace or in school: Mention to someone at

work or school how good it made you feel to celebrate
Easter and to know that Jesus’ Resurrection has changed
your life for the better.

www.catholicmom.com
This is a wonderful resource for
use at home. There are
games, prayers and information
about our Catholic faith.

MORE NEWS FROM SAINT PAUL
THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED
It was on a dusty road leading to Damascus
that Saul, until then a passionate enemy of
the cross of Christ (see Phil 3:18), met at
= noon in a blaze of light the very One who
was nalled to the cross at noon on Good Friday (see Acts
9:3-9; 22:6-11; 26:12-18). Stricken blind, the sightless
Saul could only see Christ, just as on Good Friday the sky
turned dark round about Christ crucified (see Mt 27:45).
And the very first words that Saul was to hear from the
Lord were about the cross, the cross that his disciples
were bearing in union with their Savior: “Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4). Saul's blindness
lasted three days, during which he neither ate nor drank
(see Acts 9:9), not unlike the Savior's three days in the
dark of the tomb. And just as on the third day the stone
before the Lord’s tomb was rolled back when he rose
from the dead (see Mt 28:2), so with Saul his Triduum of
blindness ended when the scale like coverings over his
eyes fell away (see Acts 9:18). How fitting it was that
Saul's conversion, from Saul the persecutor to Paul the
Apostle of the Gentiles, would bear a resemblance to the
Triduum of the Lord, for he was to become the great
apostle of the cross and the Resurrection, preaching both
unceasingly in his epistles.
~ Taken from Magnificat

AN EASTER PRAYER FOR YOUR FAMILY TABLE:
O Risen Jesus, you stand in our midst,
just as you stood in the midst of many on that first Easter.
Help us to see you at work in this place and sense your
presence with us at this table.
Enliven our bodies with this meal and invigorate our spirits
through the food of your Word.

Let us see you welcoming us to be near you,
guiding us to do your will and guarding us from all danger.
May we never forget that you are alive and well
in each one of us.

Amen.




MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY
“GAME NIGHT”
On Sunday, April 26, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., the 6", 7"
and 8" graders of Assumption Parish are invited to “Open
Game Night” at the school.

Meet us at Assumption School's Gym/Cafeteria for open
gym/game (basketball, volleyball, play station, WII, etc.)
night plus participate in a service opportunity.

Service Opportunity:

We plan to make bagged lunches again for the Soup
Kitchen. These lunches were a big hit with the Soup
Kitchen when we made them last Fall. Each youth will be
asked to make at least one sandwich and put together a
bagged lunch which will be delivered to the Soup Kitchen
for distribution on Monday, April 29. Included in the lunch
will be a sandwich, drink, a snack and a piece of fruit.

If you would like to participate, please register via email to
MSYM@assumptionparish.org. A permission slip must
be submitted in order to participate, which may be picked
up at the doors of the church. Forms can be handed in
the night of the event.

The following items are needed: Please contact us no
later than Wednesday, April 22 if you can commit to
sending in an item regardless if you are participating or
not. Monetary donations are welcomed.

One pound each of ham, turkey or cheese
(American or Swiss)

One loaf of bread (whole wheat or white or rolls)
Juice boxes

A box/bag of individually wrapped snacks (chips,
pretzels, cookies, etc.)

Apples, pears, oranges

One gallon size clear Ziploc bags

Napkins

Disposable plastic gloves

Small sandwich bags.

Snacks and drinks will be provided for the youth. Parent
volunteers are needed to help chaperone the event.

YOUTH MINISTRY APPALACHIA FUND RAISER
Assumption’s Youth Ministry group will take their annual
trip to West Virginia this summer from July 5 through 11.
About 40 of our youth and 15 adults will be rebuilding the
homes of some of the underprivileged families living in our
country. For our fundraiser, we will be hosting a cocktail
reception that will be held on May 1 at the Madison Hotel
from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. | you would like to come and
support our trip, please pick up a flyer at any of the doors
of the church. The price is $100 per person (checks to be
made out to Assumption Parish, and mailed to the church
at 91 Maple Avenue, Attention Lisa Cosenza.) This will
include open bar and a variety of passed hors d'oeuveres,
a carving station, hot and cold dishes, as well as dessert.
We will have a 50/50 and raffle off prizes. There will be
dancing, as well as a slide show of past service trips that
the youth put together to show you all the hard work that
they do.

If you cannot attend the dinner, you can still help! We will
be giving everyone who attends an Ad Journal, so if you
or anyone you know would like to advertise, please send
in the form also found at the doors of the church. Any
monetary donation is greatly appreciated and will be used
for raffle prizes. If you would like to donate a basket to be
raffled off, please contact Lisa at
lisacosenza@optonline.net. This is the only fundraiser

that the Youth Ministry group will have for their trip.
Please help support this worthy cause however you can!

WEEKEND 85505
RETREAT i

Assumption Women’s Retreat

Loyola House of Retreats is offering a traditional Women'’s
Weekend Retreat from Friday, April 17" through Sunday,
April 19".  The weekend will afford plenty of quiet time for
reflection and prayer, as well as inspirational lectures and
moving liturgies. If you are interested in finding out more
about this retreat, please call Liz Wilkey in the Parish Office
or email her liz@assumptionparish.org.

Assumption Vacation Bible School
Presents
SunRock Kids Camp
August 10" — 14™

Open registration begins April 25" and 26™. Forms will be
available after Masses that weekend and online at
www.assumptionparish.org

Pre-Registration for adult volunteer’s children will begin
April 18" and 19". Please contact Gale Grennan at
vbs@assumptionparish.org or 973 984-7774 to receive
these pre-registration forms. Teen volunteers are still
needed. Mark your calendars!!! Space is limited and we
fill up QUICKLY! VBS ROCKS!

5:30 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
TOTAL




MISSISSIPPI COLLECTION FOR
ST. ANNE’S, OUR SISTER PARISH
Thinking about doing Spring cleaning?
Assumption will once again be collecting items
- for Sr. Pat Godri and St. Anne’s Parish in
Carthage, Mississippi. Due to space limitations, we can
only accept the following items:

Children’s clothing — baby to 12 years
Men'’s clothing

Gently worn shoes/sneakers
Blankets/sheets/towels
Pots/pans/cooking utensils

Sets of dishes/glasses

Beds/baby cribs

Toys for children (no guns or violent toys)
Craft supplies

DVD'’s for young children (2-4 years)
Canned and non-perishable food items

We do not need: women’s clothing, coats or jackets,
electrical items, bikes, strollers, car-seats, walkers.

The drop-off dates will be April 18 and 19 and April 25 and
26 at the Assumption Church garages.

Please call Mary Carr at 973-540-0607 if you have any
guestions.

USED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
NEEDED
Used band instruments wanted for a
Catholic boys and girls high school marching band in
Sierra Leone, West Africa. All and any marching band
equipment will be welcome, including drums. Items may
be left at the Assumption Parish Office or can be picked
up at your home. For more information, please call
Tommy Johnson at 973-292-3320 and leave a message.

DICEY RILEY BAND CONCERT

WRITE DOWN THIS DATE..........
SATURDAY, MAY 2 — 7:00 P.M. - ASSUMPTION
Don't miss this concert!!! Pianist, Dr. Fran Covalesky will
begin the entertainment by playing some beautiful pieces
by Chopin. Then the tempo will pick up with the Dicey
Riley Band with their renditions of traditional Irish music
and song. All this, plus refreshments for only a $10
donation for adults (children are free). All proceeds will go
to Tommy Johnson’s work with Africa Surgery, Inc. by
providing medical and surgical treatment to impoverished
people in Sierra Leone, West Africa. Learn more at
Africasurgery.org.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
Assumption’s Bereavement Support Meetings starts on
Tuesday, April 21 and will run for six consecutive
Tuesdays in the Library of our Parish Center beginning at
7:30 until 9:00 p.m.

Topics will include:

The normal grieving process

How to handle feelings of anger and guilt
What you can do to help yourself

How to remember loved ones and go on

T > D> Dt

All are invited. Registration is preferred, but not required.
Please call Michele Cameron at 973-769-9634.

NEW GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY
Parish volunteers are available to help
others in a variety of ways: rides to Sunday
Mass, doctor’s appointments,
shopping/banking, and errands. We will
also visit in hospitals, nursing homes, your
home, and provide brief respite care. Let us know your
need and we will try to provide for you. Please call this
month’s coordinator, Audrey Geraghty at 973-538-3134 if
you need assistance.

YOU CAN HELP THE SOUP KITCHEN, 7 »

AND NOT EVEN HAVE TO COOK!!!
Want to help the Community Soup
Kitchen and Outreach Center in these
challenging economic times? Wearing an apron isn’t your
style? How about donating a good or service to our
annual Share the Bounty!! Silent Auction fundraiser. Do
you own a business or frequent one that could contribute
a gift certificate or consultation? Have a creative flair and
want to assemble a tantalizing themed basket?

r

This is an easy way to serve the area’s growing number of
working poor and homeless. Your support is truly needed
— and appreciated. Please help the Community Soup
Kitchen continue its 24-year tradition of caring,
connecting, and changing lives. For more details please
call 973-267-0709 or email Heidi@cskmorristown.com.
The deadline for silent auction donations is April 17.
Thank you.

The collection for April 5 totaled $26,035. Last year’s
collection totaled $16,697. Thank you for your continued
generosity.

ATTENTION GARDENERS
The growing season is upon us. As you prepare to plant
this year’s garden, why not plan to help alleviate hunger in
our community by planting a bit in excess of your family’s
needs? The Interfaith Food Pantry will be participating in
Local Harvest for Hunger where they will be accepting
donations of fresh produce at the warehouse on West
Hanover Avenue throughout the growing season.
Produce may be dropped off on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. An extra pound
of green beans, a bag of lettuce, and a few zucchini —
multiplied by hundreds — will go a long way in meeting our
community’s need for wholesome and nutritious food
products. For more information please see the pantry's

website at www.mcifp.org.
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