SATURDAY, MAY 9
8:00 a.m. Patricia Ahrens
5:30 p.m. Robert Radano, Jr.

SUNDAY, MAY 10 — Mother’s Day
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:30 a.m. Margaret B. Gartland

10:00 a.m. Gretta Moloney
12:15 p.m. Robert DiMatteo

5:30 p.m. Rose Francavilla

MONDAY, MAY 11
7:00 a.m. The McCormick and Cassidy Families
12:05 p.m. Brother George Petcavage

TUESDAY, MAY 12
7:00 a.m. Christy Parkinson
12:05 p.m. Grace Crowley

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
7:00 a.m. Grace Crowley
12:05 p.m. Julia Orsi

THURSDAY, MAY 14
7:00 a.m. Donald Wilhelmy
12:05 p.m. Samuel Barratt

FRIDAY, MAY 15
7:00 a.m. The Fiorina Zamarelli Family & Julie
12:05 p.m. Aileen and Cornelius Buckley

SATURDAY, MAY 16
8:00 a.m. Christine Dolan
5:30 p.m. Claire M. Dunlap

SUNDAY, MAY 17
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
8:30 a.m. lIrene and Paul Privitera
10:00 a.m. Andrew Horan
12:15 p.m. Betty Lyon
5:30 p.m. Nelly Llerena

irst Reading — Acts 9: 26-31

An overall purpose of the Acts of the
Apostles is to illustrate the spread of the
Church out from Jerusalem as far as Rome,
the imperial capital of the known world.
Today’'s passage introduces Paul, the apostle
whom Acts portrays as the leading figure in
the preaching of the Christian message to the
Gentile nations.

econd Reading — 1 John 3: 18-24
Continuing with our second reading’s
presentation of the First Letter of John, we
learn today that our statements of faith are
credible only if we live according to Jesus’
commands.
ospel — John 15:1-8
Today's passage from the Gospel of John
stresses the need for a personal relationship
with Jesus. The depth of that relationship will
determine  how well Christ's love is
manifested in our lives.

Fifth Sunday of Easter

We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the readings
for next Sunday, May 17, Sixth Sunday of Easter

First Reading : Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48
Second Reading : 1 John 4: 7-10
Gospel: John 15: 9-17

The Rosary is prayed every weekday 15 minutes
before the 12:05 Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration is held every Friday from 7:00
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel, Cedar
Knolls.

The Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday
immediately following the 12:05 p.m. Mass.

Perpetual Adoration is observed seven days-a-week,
24 hours daily at St. Margaret of Scotland in
Morristown.

5:30 p.m. 218
7:00 a.m. 139
8:30 a.m. 156
10:00 a.m. 509
12:15 p.m. 225
5:30 p.m. 243
TOTAL 1,847

The collection for May 3 totaled $15,749, last
year’s totaled $15,683. The Easter collection now
totals $85,024. The collection for Christian Service
was a very generous $781. Thank you for your
continued generosity and support!




PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR
THE RECOVERY OF:

Annette Cattano, Pat and Bob Seely, Noelle

Talarico, Lorraine McMahon, John Dingman,
Judy Lynch, Romaine Rea, Agnes Hogan, Kathleen
McCarthy Brennan, Tony Bersani, Mary Ascher, Irene
Schreiber, Rita Ventre, Helen Bitondo, Gladys
Mageau, Cindy Hogan, Becca Wishbow, Michael
Garde, Joseph McGovern, Elsa McGlynn, Doris
Lemieux, Patricia Barter-Varrichio, William Galligan,
Doris Laurenti, Heidi Hertsgaard, Mary O’Connell,
Janet Cloninger, Jerry Kwilos, Kathy Farrand, Robert
Carduner, Sherry Rickely, Manuel and Delicia
Calderon, Ariel Donnelly, Julie Ann Barlotta, Elaine
Brady, Christy Lee Ascolese, Sabrina Sanchez,
Miriam Frias, Jim Cavanaugh, Gabrielle Murtha, Jody
Hartley, Doris Laurenti, Guy J. Palazzolo, Jane A.
Mullins, Andy Scrone, Landa Martin, Mary Breen,
Elizabeth Gibson, Theresa O’Connell, Maria
Svaglinac, Christopher Scully, Siena Broesler,
Malcolm Sutherland Foggio, Charles Lieb McCloskey,
Marie Valvano, Conrad Geraghty, Charlotte Rez,
John Maurello, Linda Rosenberg, Sheila Hare,
Joseph Abrams, Dillon Pasapane, Thomas Greer,
Albert J. Kelly, Jr., Lucy Garchatorina, Monica
Turner, Alicia Boesgaard, David Monahan, and Dan
Poling.

You are invited to call the Parish Office with the
names of any loved ones who you would like included
in the prayers for the good health of the sick and
homebound.

Please notify us when our prayers for recovery
have been answered, so we may remove the
person from the list.

RELAY FOR LIFE

Relay for Life is the American Cancer Society’s
signature activity. It is an opportunity for everyone
in the community to participate in the fight against
cancer. Teams of people camp at a local school or
park and take turns walking or running around a
track or path. Each team is asked to have a
representative on the track at all times during the
event. Relays are an overnight event, up to twenty-
four hours in length. We invite you to join the
Morristown/Morris  Township, and Morris Plains
Relay for Life celebration that will take place on
June 5 and 6 at Morristown High School’'s outdoor
track. For further information to form a team or
make a donation, please go to our website at
www.relayforlife.org/morristownNJ. Thank you.

SHINES AT ASSUMPTION
We believe that Jesus Christ breathes His Spirit on
us so that we can strive to become a more perfect
expression of the Good News in all aspects of
everyday life.

HEIFER PROJECT INTERNATIONAL

Once again, our fifth grade Religious Education
classes participated in Fill the Ark, sponsored by
Heifer International. For just four weeks, students
found creative ways to earn money to fill their ark
(bank). Some family members even matched the
contributions made by their fifth grader for a
collective sum of $550. This money will be used by
HPI to purchase animals that will be a source of
nourishing food and income to support safe
housing for needy families around the world. HPI
also provides the necessary training in farming for
the recipients. Families are instructed on how to
care for their precious gift without harming the
environment and they are taught how to share the
benefits of the offspring with an every-widening
circle of people. In short, HPI helps hungry families
feed themselves and care for the earth. Our fifth
graders selected the following gifts: one water
buffalo, one goat, trees, bees, chicks, ducks and a
share of a pig. Because of their gifts, the burden of
worry has been replaced with a feeling of hope and
with the light of Christ for struggling families. A
special thank you to our fifth grade catechists Pam
Johnson, Pat Logue, Milton Miyashiro and Mary Liz
Sullivan for reminding all of us that together we can
make a difference in the life of others.

Emma Rose Kozak
Daughter of Dennis and Andrea
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FROM THE
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

CONVERSION

Another sign of conversion, especially for Catholic
Christians and others who believe in a sacramental
world, is discovering and celebrating God's
presence and love in the liturgy: in bathing,
anointing, eating, drinking, reconciling, marrying,
leading and healing, in gesture and vesture, smells
and bells. The Catholic vision, which celebrates
God’s creation and love in the Eucharist and other
sacraments, extends to the whole of creation—
rejoicing in God's goodness revealed in all the
earth’s blessings. At our best, Catholics have
special devotion to parties. As English author
Hilaire Belloc put in the 1930's, “Where the
Catholic sun does shine, there’s music and
laughter and good red wine. At least that the way
I've always found it so, ‘Benedicamus Domino.”

Catholics take the incarnation, the enfleshment of
God, very seriously. We have never came closer
to God than we did in the flesh of Jesus. But his
Spirit has been poured forth on all flesh. Wherever
“two or three gather in his name” to “do things in
memory of him,” God in Christ Jesus is in our
midst.  For new Catholics the most powerful
experience of God's presence in community are
usually the liturgies of the RCIA, especially the
robust incarnation of that presence in light, Word,
water, oil, meal and community at the Easter Vigil.
For all Catholics a sign that they are entering more
deeply into a Catholic understanding of conversion
is that they are able to celebrate their lives as born
again and again in the liturgical year, brought
through death to life in the galaxy of Catholic
liturgies.

ASCENSION OF THE LORD

Thursday, May 21 is the
Ascension of the Lord, a Holy
Day of Obligation. Masses for
Ascension are Wednesday, May
20 at 5:30 p.m., and Thursday
the 21st at 7:00 a.m., 12:05 and
7:30 p.m.

ANNUAL MOTHER’S DAY
PLANT SALE
MAY 9 - 10

Assumption Boy Scout

Troop 34 will be having

their annual Mother's Day

plant and flower fundraiser this Saturday, May 9 in
front of Assumption School from Noon to 5:00 p.m.
Flowers will also be available here at the church
after the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday and on
Sunday, May 10 from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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JESUS, MOSES, ISRAEL AND DAVID
In the gospel of Matthew the author "alludes to the Old
Testament by drawing comparisons between ancient
persons, places and events and Jesus himself."
Jesus fasts 40-days as did Moses. The Hebrew people
spent 40 years in the desert on their way to freedom.
Jesus gives the new law in the "Sermon on the Mount."
Moses spoke twice to the people at Mts. Sinai and
Horeb. In the Transfiguration account, Matt. 17:1-5,
Jesus is presented as the prophet-like-Moses.

The Lord's life is one of testing like the Israelites in their
Exodus from Egypt. The church is given the same
mission as the lIsraelites, namely to be a light to the
nations.

Jesus assumes David's role but Jesus is king forever
and in a way not of this world and its power and political
systems. Jesus is king of meekness, patience and
gentleness. He is likewise to be our judge who
nonetheless, does not yearn for anyone's condemnation.
After his Resurrection the disciples went about preaching
repentance of sins in his name. This is a first step.

Jesus himself is the new Temple who, in the Holy Spirit
reminds us that we ourselves are temples, dwelling
places, of the Spirit.

The true kindred of Jesus are those "who do the will of
my Father in heaven." 12:50

We may be encouraged as well as sobered by God's
unfailing fidelity in the face of our human infidelity and
weakness. God never abandoned those who followed
him. Through the centuries God renewed his promises
again and again. Jesus himself, especially in the
Eucharist, continues to pour out mercy upon us. In the
liturgical cycle we have his glorious living presence and
memory until time itself shall end. — Sr. Patricia Marks

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

— WITHOUT ME YOU CAN DO
. forthe NOTHING!:
»ngde n@me | It is difficult in today’s culture
—— === {0 admit that we depend on
God for everything; that apart from him we can do
nothing. We tend to be self-sufficient and feel powerful
when we stand up alone. The Gospel tells a different
story.
Adults: Is there anything or anyone that keeps me
separated from Christ? What can | do about it?
Children: When | have something to do that is very hard,
do | ask Jesus to help me and trust that he will?

A Family Perspective: Talk about the integral connection
between all the parts of a healthy plant. Introduce today's
Gospel by saying that Jesus talked about his relationship
to his disciples using this metaphor. Explore how our life
of prayer and our union with Jesus will lead us to fruitful
service to others.

RESPONDING TO GOD’'S WORD: Use one of these
suggestions or one of your own to respond to God’s word
this week.

In the home: Ask everyone to share a time when
someone helped them accomplish a task they could not
have done without assistance. Compare that with the
way Jesus is always helping us.

In the workplace or in school: Offer to help a friend who
is struggling with some task.

In the community: Reach out to someone who is lonely
(the sick, elderly, homebound) and do something
concrete to make them feel connected to God who
always cares for them.

www.FindingGod.org/retreat
Through soothing music, daily
Scripture verses, and reflective
thoughts and questions, you can
prepare your heart and mind for the day ahead. Simply
log on to experience a peaceful 3-minute Retreat.

CATECHISTS NEEDED: Please contact Linda in the
Religious Education office at 973-267-5638 or email

assumptionreled@optonline.net or, if you'd like more

information about becoming a catechist.

1* Grade, Sundays 10 a.m. — 12 noon,
October through March

5" Grade Girls, Sundays 10 a.m. — 12 noon,
October through March

3" Grade After School/Early Weekday Evening,
October through March

5™ Grade After School/Early Weekday Evening,
October through March

9"/10™ Grade Confirmation Prep,
Sundays 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., Sept. through May

EMBRACING CHRITIAN SPIRITUALITY:

Although some Christians embrace voluntary poverty as
a means of growing in holiness, too many of our family,
neighbors and friends find themselves living in a poverty
that is neither willed nor holy. With the current economic
downturn, many of us are being pushed to simplify our
lifestyles. This is consistent with Church teaching which
calls us to “practice poverty of spirit and generosity of
heart. These virtues liberate us from being slaves to
money and possessions...They also enable us to adopt
a simplicity of life that frees us from consumerism and
helps us preserve God's creation” (U.S. Catholic
Catechism for Adults, pp. 449-450). Jesus said, “Do not
worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’
or ‘What will we wear?'...Your heavenly Father knows
that you need all these things” (Matthew 6:31-32). For
many of us, the downsizing that is being thrust upon us is
the lifestyle that Christians should aspire to anyway. It's
just that now we may not have a choice.



MORE NEWS FROM SAINT PAUL
OURSELVES AS PAUL

When it comes to the spiritual life, we so
easily come wup with pretexts for
discounting the possibilty of ever
becoming holy. But the great genius of
Saint Paul is the way he strips us of every
alibi — there is no excuse for not pursuing sanctity. With
an authority like no other, Saint Paul attests that “God
chose the lowly and despised of the world, those who
count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who are
something” (1 Cor 1:28). This means that no matter how
inadequate, deficient, or unworthy | may think | am, the
fact is that God has chosen precisely people like me.
The Father’'s consummate mercy is expressed in the fact
that God “calls into being what does not exist” (Rom
4:17)...especially what does not yet exist in my person
that God purposefully calls into being so that | will
become fulfilled and happy. When | verify the fact that
God acts this way in the world, | get filled with an
irrepressible hope, and “hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out into our
hearts” (Rom 5:5). What is more, my experience of
personal inability and anguish becomes a tool for
sanctifying others, for God “encourages us in our every
affliction, so that we may be able to encourage those
who are in any affliction with the encouragement with
which we ourselves are encouraged by God” (2 Cor 1:4).
~ Magnificat

HOPE HOUSE GOLF 9™ ANNUAL
GOLF CLASSIC
NOW NAMED
“9 ™ ANNUAL FATHER MARTIN HOPE GOLF

TOURNAMENT”
Join me and Hope House on June 29 at the magnificent,
“members.only” Spring Brook Country Club to celebrate
38 years of serviceito the community. Since 1971, Hope
House has-opened its doors to those who need it
most...the .elderly, those living /with - HIV/AIDS, the
disabled, and the impoverished.«"Your generous support
of this event is vital to the future of Hope House. For
information on how you can help, call Mel in the Parish
Office at 973-539-2141. — Father Martin

A YOUTH MINISTRY THANK YOuU!!

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the hundreds
of Assumption Parish families and friends, and local
restaurants and vendors, who contributed to the
Appalachia fundraiser cocktail party last Friday night at
the Madison Hotel. The event was a HUGE success!!
Whether it was an advertisement in the Ad Journal, a
prize or monetary donation, or you came to enjoy the
cocktail party, you helped the Youth Ministry group raise
enough money to support our annual trip to West Virginia
this summer.

A special thanks to Father Martin and Father Dennis,
who have always given us their support and blessing.
Another very special thanks to Margie Rohr who single-
handedly put together the Ad Journal that was distributed
at the cocktail party.

If you missed the event and would like a copy of the Ad
Journal, there is a limited supply located at the back
doors of the church.

Thank you again for all of your contributions. This trip is
only possible because of the generosity of our Parish
family and friends.

God Bless, Lisa Cosenza

DICEY RILEY BAND CONCERT

THANK YOU
Thank you for supporting our work by
making the concert on May 2 our best
attended yet. Your enthusiasm as an
audience for the diverse types of music,
from Irish harp, to Chopin piano pieces, to Gospel
Praises and Worship, to Celtic Music and Song, made all
the performers feel welcome and brought out our best.
Thank you to all who brought refreshments or helped in
any other way. Thank you also to Harpist Linda
O’Connell, pianist Frances Covalesky, Rev. Marion S.
Johnson and the Bethel AME Youth Choir, and to the
Dicey Riley Band.

Bicey Riley
ol

Thus far, the event has raised $2,560. All the proceeds
will go toward paying the hospital bills for the six children
whom Africa Surgery Inc. (ASI) sent last week from
Sierra Leone, West Africa, to Ghana where they are to
receive emergency spinal surgery this month.

— Tom Johnson, Jr., President, ASI

MOMS AND TOTS
The Moms and Tots group will be ending for the
summer. Our last meeting date will be May 12 at
Lidgerwood Park at 10:00 a.m. The “rain” location will be
our usual meeting Room in the Parish Center. Hope you
can make it, it should be a fun day!! For information,
please call Henriette at 973-539-1350.

NON-FOOD FOR THE FOOD PANTRY........

The Interfaith Food Pantry is in serious need of empty
boxes (many boxes) with lids (preferably copier paper
boxes). They use the boxes to sort incoming food and
then transport to their pantry at Speedwell Avenue. |If
your business or anyone you know has access to any
amount of boxes, please contact Mary at the Pantry at
973-538-8049, extension 10.

PS — It would be great if you were able to drop off the
boxes at the Pantry, otherwise they will pick them up.







