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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 
     8:00 a.m.  John and Kathleen Brosnan, 
  and John, Jr.  
     5:30 p.m. Claire M. Dunlap  
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
    7:00 a.m. People of the Parish 
    8:30 a.m. Frances (Tootsie) Tozzi 
  10:00 a.m. John and Genevieve Ligenza 
  12:15 p.m. John Misko 
    5:30 p.m. Constance Lago 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14  
    7:00 a.m. Gretta Maloney 
  12:05 p.m. Gerard Reilly 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
     7:00 a.m. The Cloninger Family 
   12:05 p.m. Robert McGuire 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
     7:00 a.m. Frank Dalbo 
   12:05 p.m. The Cornelius Buckley Family 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 
    7:00 a.m. Ann Rohlic Kloss 
  12:05 p.m. Owen McCormack 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 
    7:00 a.m. The Maier and Barnes Families  
   12:05 p.m. Joseph Baron 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 
    8:00 a.m. Mildred Mancinelli  
    5:30 p.m. Alice Leyhan 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 
    7:00 a.m.  People of the Parish     
    8:30 a.m.  Michael Swift 
  10:00 a.m. Rosina Milelli 
  12:15 p.m. Eleanor Parker 
    5:30 p.m. Julian Cionka  
 
 
 
 
The Rosary is prayed every weekday 15 minutes before the 
12:05 Mass. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration is held every Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel, Cedar Knolls. 
 
The Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday immediately 
following the 12:05 p.m. Mass. 
 
Perpetual Adoration is observed seven days-a-week, 24 
hours daily at St. Margaret of Scotland in Morristown. 
 

 irst Reading – Zephaniah 3: 14-18  
All three of today’s Scripture readings are filled 

with eager expectation.  In the first reading from the 
prophet Zephaniah, the people of Judah are 
summoned to rejoice.  God, the Savior of Israel, is 
about to rescue the holy city from hostile enemies! 
 

econd Reading– Philippians 4:4-7  
 In this part of his letter to the Church in 

Philippi, the Apostle Paul urges the community to 
rejoice and be thankful.  The Lord is coming 
soon to establish his reign of peace and justice! 

 

ospel – Luke 3:10-18  
In today’s Gospel passage, John the 

Baptizer eagerly announces the coming of 
God’s Kingdom of justice and peace.  He urges 
his listeners to conduct themselves 
appropriately, to deal with one another with 
justice and amity.  
 
 
We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the readings 
for next Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 
 

First Reading : Micah 5:1-4 
Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
Gospel :  Luke 1:39-45 
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PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR THE 
RECOVERY OF: 

Pat and Bob Seely, Noelle Talarico, Lorraine 
McMahon, Judy Lynch, Romaine Rea, Agnes 
Hogan, Kathleen McCarthy Brennan, Tony 
Bersani, Mary Ascher, Rita Ventre, Helen 

Bitondo, Gladys Mageau, Becca Wishbow, Michael 
Garde, Joseph McGovern, Elsa McGlynn, Doris Lemieux, 
Patricia Barter-Varrichio, William Galligan, Doris Laurenti, 
Heidi Hertsgaard, Mary O’Connell, Janet Cloninger, Jerry 
Kwilos, Kathy Farrand, Robert Carduner, Sherry Rickely, 
Manuel and Delicia Calderon, Ariel Donnelly, Julie Ann 
Barlotta, Elaine Brady, Christy Lee Ascolese, Sabrina 
Sanchez, Jim Cavanaugh, Gabrielle Murtha, Jody Hartley, 
Doris Laurenti, Guy J. Palazzolo, Jane A. Mullins, Mary 
Breen, Elizabeth Gibson, Theresa O’Connell, Maria 
Svaglinac, Christopher Scully, Malcolm Sutherland 
Foggio, Charles Lieb McCloskey, Marie Valvano, 
Charlotte Resz, Linda Rosenberg, Sheila Hare, Thomas 
Greer, Albert J. Kelly, Jr., Monica Turner, David Monahan,  
Alice Slattery,  Eugene R. Fennimore, Julia Sillo, Amy 
Villoresi Cooney, Kenneth Donohue, Susan, Jaime Trent, 
Rick Baiter, Kathy Hereghty, Cheryl Collins, Dominick 
Vacca, Kyle Noonan, Edward Soboll, Hilda Egan, Jennifer 
Vickroy, infant Isla Dell’Aquila, Paul Albanese, Brenda 
Burns, Vincent Hogan, Vincent Farley, Virginia Brennan, 
Jeanne Detsis, Kathy Wurst, Michael Coppola, John 
West, Louie Luzzi and Fr. Joe Casey 
 
You are invited to call the Parish Office with the names of 
any loved ones who you would like included in the prayers 
for the good health of the sick and homebound.   
 
Please notify us when our prayers for recovery have  
been answered, so we may remove the person from 
the list.  
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 James Douglas, Jr. and  

Daniel James Farmer 
Sons of James and Susan 

 

Lucino Giacomo Guerriero 
Son of Giacomo and Alexis 
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Karyn Pizzelanti to Robert Darish 

Linette Silva to Robert Grocki 
 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES AT  

ASSUMPTION 
We believe that Jesus Christ breathes His 
Spirit on us so that we can strive to become a 
more perfect expression of the Good News in 
all aspects of everyday life. 

 

Several middle school youth from Religious Education 
visited the senor residents at Care One at Madison Avenue 
to help them play Bingo on the evening of Friday, December 
4th.  The five youth along with their chaperone, Teddi 
Connor, one of our 7th grade catechists, were on hand to 
assist the seniors with the game.  The youth had a great time 
interacting with the seniors while the seniors were thrilled to 
have the youth visit with them.  The families of all of the 
middle school religious education youth donated items to be 
given as prizes for the seniors.  Items such as lotions, oral 
hygiene kits, frames, checkbook covers and soap (to name a 
few) were sent in during the month of November.  Over four 
boxes of items were collected.  The Care One residents 
were overjoyed to have prizes to choose from.  The youth 
who participated also brought with them treats to share with 
the residents.  It was a great evening for all involved.  On the 
first Friday evening of every month our middle school youth 
will continue to visit Care One to play Bingo with the 
residents.  For more information on our middle school youth 
events, please email us at MSYM@assumptionparish.org.  
 

OPLATKI 
A POLISH/SLOVAK CHRISTMAS TRADITION 

Today, we are giving Oplatki to each family in our parish as 
we prepare for Christmas.  We will plan on distributing 
Oplatki on the Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
 

A part of the Polish/Slovak family Christmas Tradition is the 
breaking the Christmas Wafer (Oplatek in Polish pronounced 
oh-pwah-tek) during the Christmas Eve Vigil Feast of Wigilia, 
the holiest of all the nights of the year in the Polish home, as 
their ancestors before them have done during the Christmas 
Celebration uniting the past with the present….heaven with 
earth.    
 

The Sacred white wafer, much like those used for Holy 
Communion (unleavened wafers baked from pure wheat 
flour and water), are shared with each person present.  The 
wafers are embossed with elegant Christmas related 
religious images.  Family members and friends break off a 
piece of oplatek and give it to one another to eat.  During the 
exchange best wishes and blessings are expressed as well 
as forgiveness.  The breaking and exchanging part of 
oplatek is intended to remind participants of the importance 
of Christmas, God, and family.  This is the most emotional 
time of the holiday for the Polish family – the sharing 
expression of love and forgiveness in celebration and 
tradition.  
 

The Vigil revolves around the importance of the Christmas 
Wafer.  It literally unites family wherever they are on the 
Earth.  Christmas Wafers have been mailed to each other 
during the holy season to solidify family unity.  Send a 
package of oplatki to a loved one today to continue sharing 
this yearly ritual and rich heritage.   
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GAUDETE SUNDAY 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say rejoice!  The Lord 
is near.” (Phil 4:4,5) 
 
We celebrate Gaudete Sunday today. This Third Sunday 
of Advent is called Gaudete Sunday because the 
Entrance Antiphon for the Mass begins with this word 
which means “rejoice”.    
 
This Sunday marks a turning point in Advent; we begin to 
focus more intently on our spiritual preparation for 
Christmas.  We are advised to rejoice and persevere.  
Our Christian life should be filled with joy.  It strikes me 
that an increase in our ability to be patient with the people 
in our lives as well as with the difficult situations in which 
we find ourselves will help to increase our ability to be 
joyful. People with no patience make everyone around 
them miserable.  I came across this story about patience. 
 

Zilog Pliskin in his book Kindness: Making a 
Difference in People’s Lives tells about his difficulty 
having patience with a close relative who was 
suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. This relative 
would ask questions and forget the answers a few 
minutes later. Pliskin was finding it difficult to 
answer the same things over and over again 

Then he recalled an idea he heard about from an 
expert on self-improvement. It seems there was 
once a great sage who would repeat each idea to 
a slow student four hundred times. Imagine that. 
Going over and over the same material 400 times. 

Once in a teaching session the student was 
distracted by someone who came to meet with his 
teacher. The sage told the visitor that he would be 
free after he finished teaching his student. After 
the usual four hundred reviews, he asked his 
student if he understood that day’s lesson. The 
student said that the interruption by the visitor 
greatly distracted him and he couldn’t concentrate 
as well as he usually did. 

“Don’t worry,” the teacher replied. “I’ll repeat the 
idea even another four hundred times.” 

“Why did this great teacher spend so much time 
with this limited student?” asks Pliskin. The expert 
on self-improvement explained that the exercise 
was partially for the sage’s own benefit. Each and 
every time he repeated an idea the sage was 
building up his own ability to be patient.  

(King Duncan) 
 
We ask the Lord to help us enjoy these days of waiting to 
celebrate Christmas with joyful hearts and loving patience 
with one another. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
Father John 
 

 

FROM  THE 
                 ASSOCIATE  PASTOR 

                         
                      SPIRITUALITY 
 

The kinds of reflections I have been making on Spirituality in 
the last few weeks, I see mirrored in most books on 
Spirituality written after Vatican Council II.  None of them 
deny the essentials of spiritual conversion, such as 
repentance, detachment, prayer, penance, overcoming 
selfishness and living in charity.  But the emphasis differs 
from pre-Vatican Council II Spirituality. 
      

Penance does not consist of punishing myself, or making 
prayer a time of self-analysis, or seeing the body as the 
great enemy in overcoming selfishness.  Penance now is 
turning from self to God, letting go and letting him work in my 
life, believing that he loves me and has saved me and is 
saving me each day.  And the business of modern 
Spirituality is to get into contact with what God is doing in my 
life by lovingly embracing myself and others.  Embracing is 
emphasized instead of renouncing, though renunciation is 
always involved in the selfless embrace.   
      

Conversion, or the letting go of self, takes real penance, 
because I would prefer to be in complete charge of my own 
salvation.  I want to control everything, including my thoughts 
and passions.  I would rather control than surrender and say 
with Mary, “Be it done to me according to your will.”  To let 
God work and to take my attention off myself and focus on 
him is to be converted to the Lord. 
      

To be in God means overcoming what I call our “fear of 
heaven.”  We are afraid of our divinity.  We are afraid of our 
having been made in the image and likeness of our God, our 
creator.  How much faith is required to believe in my own 
goodness, to believe that good is more powerful than evil, 
and that all of us have been saved by Jesus Christ and that 
therefore we are worth loving; I can love others because God 
loves me. 
     

The truth of this direction was brought home to me very 
dramatically a few years ago.  I was having supper in a small 
restaurant when I looked up and saw someone desperately 
trying to open the door.  The waiter went over and opened it, 
and a young man in a wheelchair rolled in.  He was crippled 
and deformed, and pushing him was a young woman in just 
about the same shape.  The waiter seated them at a table in 
the center of the restaurant, and they seemed totally 
oblivious to the embarrassment and stares of those around 
them.  They were in fact beaming with joy. 
     

Soon everyone in the restaurant was smiling and laughing.  I 
called the waiter over and asked him what was happening, 
and he said simply, “They are on their honeymoon.”  I am 
sure that is why everyone was so touched.  They all realized 
that neither individual had ever thought he or she was 
lovable.   
 

And now someone comes into my life and loves me, and I 
am beautiful, and I no longer notice other’s stares, and I am 
no longer self-conscious and afraid.  That is what God’s love 
does for each of us, and that is precisely what spiritual 
writers are saying today. 
                                            ���������������� ���������������� ���������������� ����������������   







 















































































���#!

�*�!��

�"

�!0���
���#!

�*�!��

�"

�!0���
���#!

�*�!��

�"

�!0���
���#!

�*�!��

�"

�!0���

 



 

���������	�
���
���	�������������	�
���
���	�������������	�
���
���	�������������	�
���
���	����	 			
 

REJOICE AND LIVE 
RIGHTEOUSLY:   If you observe 
people in public places, such as 
on buses, subways, and 

sidewalks of large cities, they do not appear to be joyful.  
In fact many, if not most, seem to be very sad.  It should 
make us question why joy is missing. 
Adults: When have I felt most alive in the presence of 
God? 
Children:  When are some times that I felt God was near 
me?  Was I happy? 
A Family Perspective:  The theme of the season of 
Advent is sometimes described as a period of waiting for 
the birth of Jesus. However, today's Gospel reading 
suggests something different. John the Baptist did not tell 
the crowds to wait for the Messiah. He told them to 
prepare for the Messiah through acts of repentance. If 
Advent is a time of waiting, it is not the sitting in the 
doctor's office kind of waiting. It is a busy time of 
preparation, more like the waiting we might do when 
preparing for dinner guests. Our challenge is to not make 
this season a frenzied time, but rather a time of joyful 
anticipation and making ready for God who comes to 
dwell among us and changes our lives with the gift of 
salvation. 
 
As you gather as a family, talk about the preparations your 
family is making during the season of Advent. Reflect 
together on these activities, not only on what you are 
doing but why you are choosing to do these things. 
Consider how Advent is a time for making ourselves 
ready to receive Jesus in our lives. Could your family 
make some changes in your Advent activities so that each 
person is well prepared to celebrate the gift of salvation at 
Christmas?  
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD:  Use one of these 
suggestions or one of your own to respond to God’s word 
this week. 
In the home:  Examine your tasks and responsibilities at 
home.  Reflect and determine how you can implement 
them in a way that is truer and more authentic to a person 
of faith who hopes in the Lord’s coming. 
In the workplace or in school:  Identify people you know 
who radiate a deeper appreciation of God’s presence 
among us. 
In the community:  Offer some positive feedback to 
people who embody joy and responsibility in their lives 
and in the life of our community. 
 

www.webelieveweb.com Web Watch.  
Find prayers and other resources for 
celebrating Advent.   
 

 
 
 

FACILITATORS NEEDED FOR SERVICE OF THE 
WORD FOR CHILDREN:  On most weekends throughout 
the year, Service of the Word for Children is presented at 
the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturdays, then again at the 10:00 
a.m. Mass on Sundays.  After the opening prayer, children 
in Pre-K4-5th grade are invited in front of the altar for a 
blessing and are then led into the community room by two 
adults who present them with the Gospel and the psalm of 
the day in child-friendly language, engage them in 
conversation, lead them in prayer, and then direct them 
back to their parents following the Prayers of the Faithful.  
In order to maintain and continue this faith-filled 
experience, more adult facilitators are needed.  Please 
consider volunteering for as little as one weekend per 
month.  Please contact Linda Macios at 
Linda.Macios@assumptionparish.org.  
 

MORE CHILDREN’S STORIES FOR FAMILY 
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH AND GOD:  Consider 
adding one of these to your list of gifts to give or to 
receive: 

· Mains, David and Karen, Tales of the Kingdom.  
Elgin, IL, (David C. Cook Publishing Co.:  1983).  This 
is the back door entrance into God’s Kingdom.  It’s a 
great adventure and introduction to “Thy Kingdom 
come.”  It keeps asking and answering the question, 
What does one serve the King? 
· Muth, Jon J., The Three Questions, based on a story 
by Leo Tolstoy.  New York, NY, (Scholastic Press:  
2002).  This offeres an answer to the question, What 
does it take to be a good person?  Most people are 
familiar with at least one of Tolstoy’s short stories; this 
theme is foundational to all of them. 
· Polacco, Patricia, The Keeping Quilt.  New York, NY, 
(Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, Simon 
& Schuster Children’s Publishing Division:  1998).  
Most of Patricia’s stories are true and this is no 
exception.  It is a combination of tradition and memory 
kept alive at the important events in a family’s 
celebrations. 
 

TAKE A HIKE:  A long walk together as a family can help 
commemorate the last, literal leg of the journey from 
Advent to Christmas.  Mary and Joseph’s trip from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem was about 100 miles.  And while 
no one expects your family to do an ironman walk with a 
donkey, walking and talking about the challenges of the 
orignal First Family can help us remember to be thankful 
for what we have. 
 

Mass Attendance for December 4 and 5 
 5:30 p.m. 184 
 7:00 a.m. 117 
 8:30 a.m. 216 
 10:00 a.m. 426 
 12:15 p.m.  362 
                     5:30 p.m.   405 
                            TOTAL                1,709 



�� �)-�#
34�� �)-�#
34�� �)-�#
34�� �)-�#
34�

5667
�

5667
�

5667
�

5667





__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FATHER MARTIN THANKS YOU!! 
Dear Parishioners, 
Thanks for all your generous prayers, delicious food and 
beautiful get well cards.  I am recovering just fine from my 
hip surgery.  I want you to know you are my family and I 
am a part of your family.  It’s a good way for me to be.  A 
special thanks to Father John and Father Dennis and the 
staff for the fun-filled Christmas Party on December 5.  I 
enjoyed it all very much “Kudos” to John Martin and our 
music Ministry for making it so beautiful.  The food was 
delicious. 
 
I am praying to God that God will continue to love and 
bless you all during the Advent Season.  May we all draw 
closer to God our Savior, Jesus Christ and celebrate his 
joyous coming at the end of this month.   
   Love, Father Martin  
 

POPE BENEDICT XVI AND THE CRIB 
 

To set-up the crib at home can be a simple but effective 
way of presenting the faith and transmitting it to one’s 
children.  The manger helps us to contemplate the 
mystery of God’s love who revealed himself in the poverty 
and simplicity of the Bethlehem cave.  
 
Saint Francis of Assisi was so overwhelmed by the 
mystery of the Incarnation that he wanted to present it 
again in Greccio with the living manger, thus becoming 
the initiator of a long popular tradition which still keeps its 
value for evangelization today.   
 
The crib can help us, in fact, to understand the secret of 
the true Christmas, because it speaks of humility and the 
merciful goodness of Christ, who “though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor.”  (II Corinthians 8:9).  His 
poverty enriches those who embrace it and Christmas 
brings joy and peace to those who, as the shepherds, 
accept in Bethlehem the words of the angel:  “And this will 
be a sign for you:  you will find an infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”  (Luke 2:12) 
 
It continues to be a sign also for us, men and women of 
the 21st Century.  There is no other Christmas.   

                     – Pope Benedict XVI 
 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Prayer for Life, Sunday, December 13 

2:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Join people around the world asking Our Lady of 
Guadalupe to intercede for unborn children.  Pray the 
Rosary at Planned Parenthood, 196 Speedwell Avenue, 
Morristown – two blocks from St. Margaret’s.  For 
information please contact Colleen Dolan at 973-543-
7037, Morris County Right to Life at 973-538-9140 or 
email mcrtl@optonline.net.   
 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY 
Special thanks to our new volunteers – Tim Murphy, Linda 
O’Connor, RN, Linda Riedell and Arlene Yuliano.  The 
December coordinator is Pat Moore (973-267-5304).  
Please remember to call in your hours – Thanks!  
Pamphlets describing our ministry are available at the 
doors of the church. 
 
 
 

FROZEN DINNERS FOR THE 
WORKING POOR 

Hunger is a year-round problem, but 
especially traumatic during the holidays.  
Please think of helping the working 
poor by making a nourishing meal.  
Frozen Dinner trays will be available 
after Mass THIS weekend December 11 and 12 at any 
entrance of the church or Parish Center.  We will include 
some easy, nutritious recipes to help you; but you may be 
creative by using your own holiday recipe.  Making a meal 
would make a difference for deserving families who rely 
on the Father English Center when their food budgets are 
inadequate after paying their rent, utilities, etc.  Please 
return the FROZEN entrée to the Assumption parking lot 
on Saturday, December 19 at 9:30 a.m. SHARP!   
Assumption’s Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts will deliver 
them to Paterson.  Thank you for your help.   
 

 
PILGRIMAGE TO 

OBERAMMERGAU AND PASSION 
PLAY IN GERMANY   

SPRING 2010 
Father John will serve as a spiritual 
escort for an eleven-day pilgrimage to Oberammergau, 
Germany for the historic Passion Play conducted there 
every ten years.  The group will be departing on May 29 
and returning on June 8, 2010.  In addition to Germany, 
the trip will include the countries of Switzerland, Austria, 
and Liechtenstein with visits to Heidelberg, Lucerne, 
Innsbruck, Salzburg, Munich and Garmisch.  A cruise 
down the Rhine River is also planned.  Space is limited 
and reservations must be made early.  For information 
about this exciting pilgrimage and complete itinerary, 
please contact Fr. John or stop in the Parish Office to 
pick-up a brochure.  The cost of the pilgrimage, including 
transportation to and from the airport and airfare is $4,335 
double occupancy plus $795 for single supplement.�
 
 

$$$$Financial Blessings$$$$ 
The collection for December 5 totaled $20,707.  Last 
year’s totaled $21,969. The second collection this 
weekend will be for Holy Trinity Church in Passaic. Thank 
you for your continued generosity and support.  
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