SATURDAY,
8:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

SUNDAY,
7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

MONDAY,
7:00 a.m.
12:05 p.m.

TUESDAY,
7:00 a.m.
12:05 p.m.

WEDNESDAY,
7:00 a.m.
12:05 p.m.

THURSDAY,
3:30 p.m..
5:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

10:00 p.m.

FRIDAY,
7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

SATURDAY,
5:30 p.m.

SUNDAY,
7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

DECEMBER 19
Mildred Mancinelli
Alice Leyhan

DECEMBER 20
People of the Parish
Michael Swift
Rosina Milelli
Eleanor Parker
Julian Cionka

DECEMBER 21
Katherine Bullis
Alyn Maurello

DECEMBER 22
Jessie Valletta
Buddy Marx

DECEMBER 23

The Fiorina Zamarelli Family and Julie
Dorothy and Bernie Flanagan

and Margaret Dempsey

DECEMBER 24 — Christmas Eve
Stephen F. Smith, IlI

Michael, Florence and Kevin Coppola
The Menagh Family

The Petri and Robinson Families

DECEMBER 25 — Christmas Day
Grace Crowley

Joseph F. Gartland

Adam and Shannon Mast

The Bergwall and Berggran Families

DECEMBER 26
Albert and Patricia Callahan

DECEMBER 27
Dina Faul

Raphael Fernandez
Edmundo Santos
Jerzy Kawecki

irst Reading — Micah 5:1-4

Living at a time when the people of Israel
were surrounded by foes and ruled by corrupt
kings, the prophet Micah declared that a just
king would be called forth from Bethlehem, the
hometown of the mighty King David. This
passage reminds us Christians of Jesus, the
shepherd king whose coming promises a
reign of peace for the world.

econd Reading— Hebrews 10:5-10

For several weeks in October and
November, we heard excerpts from the Letter
to the Hebrews that was written after the
destruction of the Temple in the year 70. This
letter speaks of Jesus using the image of the
high priest. Today's second reading returns to
that theme, noting that, for Christians, Temple
sacrifices are embodied in Jesus’ sacrifice on
the cross.

ospel — Luke 1:39-45
The season of Advent draws toward its
climax with today's Gospel reading. The
final words of the passage are especially
important for us today. Do we, like Mary,
trust in the Lords’ words to us?

Fourth Sunday of Advent

for next Sunday, December 27, Holy Family

First Reading : Sirach 3:2-6,12-14
Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21
K Gospel : Luke 2:41-52

/VVe invite you to prayerfully reflect on the readings

.

The Rosary is prayed every weekday 15 minutes before the

12:05 Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration is held every Friday from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. at Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel, Cedar Knolls.

The Perpetual

Novena (in| honor of Our Lady of the

Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday immediately
following the 12:05 p.m. Mass.

Perpetual Adoration is observed seven days-a-week, 24
hours daily at St. Margaret,ofsScotland in Morristown.
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PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR THE
RECOVERY OF:

Pat and Bob Seely, Noelle Talarico,

Lorraine McMahon, Judy  Lynch,
Romaine Rea, Agnes Hogan, Kathleen
McCarthy Brennan, Tony Bersani, Mary
Ascher, Rita Ventre, Helen Bitondo, Gladys
Mageau, Becca Wishbow, Michael Garde, Joseph
McGovern, Elsa McGlynn, Doris Lemieux, Patricia
Barter-Varrichio, William Galligan, Doris Laurenti,
Heidi Hertsgaard, Mary O’Connell, Janet Cloninger,
Jerry Kwilos, Kathy Farrand, Robert Carduner,
Sherry Rickely, Manuel and Delicia Calderon, Ariel
Donnelly, Julie Ann Barlotta, Elaine Brady, Christy
Lee Ascolese, Sabrina Sanchez, Jim Cavanaugh,
Gabrielle Murtha, Jody Hartley, Doris Laurenti, Guy
J. Palazzolo, Jane A. Mullins, Mary Breen, Elizabeth
Gibson, Theresa O’Connell, Maria Svaglinac,
Christopher Scully, Malcolm Sutherland Foggio,
Charles Lieb McCloskey, Marie Valvano, Charlotte
Resz, Linda Rosenberg, Sheila Hare, Thomas
Greer, Albert J. Kelly, Jr., Monica Turner, David
Monahan, Alice Slattery, Eugene R. Fennimore,
Julia Sillo, Amy Villoresi Cooney, Kenneth Donohue,
Susan, Jaime Trent, Rick Baiter, Kathy Hereghty,
Cheryl Collins, Dominick Vacca, Kyle Noonan,
Edward Soboll, Hilda Egan, Jennifer Vickroy, infant
Isla DellAquila, Paul Albanese, Brenda Burns,
Vincent Hogan, Vincent Farley, Virginia Brennan,
Jeanne Detsis, Kathy Wurst, Michael Coppola, John

West, Louie Luzzi, Marge Marx, and Fr. Joe Casey

You are invited to call the Parish Office with the
names of any loved ones who you would like
included in the prayers for the good health of the
sick and homebound.

Please notify us when our prayers for recovery
have been answered, so we may remove the
person from the list.

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES AT
ASSUMPTION
We believe that Jesus Christ breathes His
Spirit on us so that we can strive to become a
more perfect expression of the Good News in
all aspects of everyday life.

\ightof O,
St

ASSUMPTION'S GIVING TREE

On behalf of Fr. Dennis and the entire staff of
Assumption, | would like to thank you for your
overwhelming outreach to the poor and less-fortunate
during this wonderful season of Advent. Thanks to your
generosity (which included over $2,700 in monetary
donations) we were able to provide 1,100 gifts to 11
different social service organizations throughout Morris
County.

I thank the members of our Giving Tree Committee —
Cornelia Anderson, Chris Dario, Stephanie Horman, and
Dawn Young — and all of the “elves” who volunteered to
sort and pack the gifts, including the members of Boy
Scout Troop #34. | also thank Claudia Nardi for all she
does to help the local poor who come to our parish
looking for help — both at Christmas and throughout the
year. And, as always, | thank Enoch Rudolph, “Junior”
and our wonderful staff at Assumption for all they do to
support this enormous undertaking each year.

You can be certain that on Christmas morning the
recipients of your gifts will be filled with joy as they find
God’s loving “presence” in your “presents”. May God's
blessings be returned to you one-hundred-fold for all you
do for the poor and marginalized around us.

— Father John

Marie Isolda to Daniel Moran, Il

Christian Leo Fell
Son of Timothy and Lene

Teresa Judith Nicoloso
Daughter of Steven and Robin

Julia Ann Finn
Daughter of Thomas and Ann

Thomas J. Dwyer,
Husband of Elizabeth
Mary D. Kapka
Aunt of Kathleen Urban
Anna Tremallo
Mother of Beth Kapp
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THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

We've all heard and enjoyed the beautiful Christmas Carol,
the Twelve Days of Christmas. You might not know the
origin of the carol and the hidden meaning. Here's a bit of
Catholic history.

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not
permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone during that
era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics.
It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a
hidden meaning known only to members of their church.
Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious
reality which the children could remember.

-The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.
-Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments.
-Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.

-The four calling birds were the four Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John.

-The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law the first five
books of the Old Testament.

-The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.

-Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of
the Holy Spirit—Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation,
Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy.

-The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.

-Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit—
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness,
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control.

-The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments.

-The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful
disciples.

-The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve
points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed. — Father John

OPLATKI
A POLISH/SLOVAK CHRISTMAS TRADITION

If you were not at Assumption for last weekend'’s distribution
of Oplatki, we invite you to pick up a package at the doors of
the church. A part of the Polish/Slovak family Christmas
Tradition is the breaking the Christmas Wafer (Oplatek in
Polish pronounced oh-pwah-tek) during the Christmas Eve
Vigil Feast, the holiest of all the nights of the year in the
Polish home. The Sacred white wafers, much like those
used for Holy Communion, are shared with each person. The
wafers are embossed with elegant Christmas related
religious images. Family members and friends break off a
piece of oplatek and give it to one another to eat. During the
exchange, best wishes and blessings are expressed as well
as forgiveness. The breaking and exchanging part of
oplatek is intended to remind participants of the importance
of Christmas, God, and family. This is the most emotional
time of the holiday for the Polish family — the sharing
expression of love and forgiveness in celebration and
radition.

/001 /001
FROM THE
ASSOCIATE PASTOR
SPIRITUALITY
There is, in post-Vatican Council Il thinking,

an increasingly positive regard for the
world. The change here is clearly seen in the thinking of
Thomas Merton as he moves from his earlier to later
writings. Thomas Merton was a Trappist Monk who during
the forties, fifties and sixties was one of the most poetic and
eloquent spiritual writers. His tragic death in 1968 was a
fulfillment of the Scriptural quote he had on his ordination
card taken from Genesis, Chapter 5 verse 24 in regard to
Enoch. It read: “He walked with God, and was seen no more
because God took him.” There is a most striking change in
Merton’s view of the world from his first book, The Seven
Story Mountain, to a later book like Conjectures of a Guilty
Bystander.

The tone of The Seven Story Mountain is that Merton is
leaving a wicked world to enter a sort of new Eden at
Gethsemani Abbey. The world “out there” is bad while the
world “in spiritual solitude” is holy—a false split again. In
Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander an older Thomas Merton
recognizes his earlier unbalanced viewpoint—body and spirit
are now merging. The older and wiser Merton writes: “In
Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Walnut, in the center
of the shopping district, | was suddenly overwhelmed with
the realization that | loved all those people, that they were
mine and | theirs, that we could not be alien to one another
even though we were total strangers. It was like waking
from a dream of separateness, of spurious self-isolation in a
special world, the world of renunciation and supposed
holiness. The whole illusion of a separate holy existence is
adream....”

“Though ‘out of the world’ we are in the same world as
everybody else, the world of the bomb, the world of race
hatred, the world of technology, the world of mass media, big
business, revolution, and all the rest. We take a different
attitude to all these things, for we belong to God. Yet so
does everybody else belong to God. We just happen to be
conscious of it, and to make a profession out of this
consciousness.  But does that entitle us to consider
ourselves different, or even better, than others? The whole
idea is preposterous.” Merton writes that he felt such relief
at realizing the world was not an enemy that he “almost
laughed out loud.”

NOW MORE THAN EVER
Please take advantage of the
remaining weeks of 2009 to
make a year-end gift to our
Bishop’'s Annual Appeal. We
need the support of every parishioner to
strengthen the vital ministries and programs that help
so many people throughout Morris, Passaic, and
Sussex Counties. In addition, all parishes receive a 50
percent rebate of all funds that are received over their parish
goal, so your generous response helps both our diocese and

our parish. Thank you for your support!
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JOYFUL RECOGNITION:

Elizabeth recognized the divine

significance of Mary’'s visit
because of the Holy Spirit. In the Spirit Elizabeth
proclaimed Mary’'s greatness and called her blessed.
Mary was also praised because of her trust in God's
word of promise.
Adults: How has the Holy Spirit stirred me to recognize
God'’s presence?
Children:  What can | learn from Mary's visit to
Elizabeth?
A Family Perspective: The theme of the season of
Advent is sometimes described as a period of waiting
for the birth of Jesus. However, today's Gospel reading
suggests something different. John the Baptist did not
tell the crowds to wait for the Messiah. He told them to
prepare for the Messiah through acts of repentance. If
Advent is a time of waiting, it is not the sitting in the
doctor's office kind of waiting. It is a busy time of
preparation, more like the waiting we might do when
preparing for dinner guests. Our challenge is to not
make this season a frenzied time, but rather a time of
joyful anticipation and making ready for God who
comes to dwell among us and changes our lives with
the gift of salvation.

As you gather as a family, work together on a word
search or hidden-picture puzzle. Help one another until
everyone has found each of the words or pictures in
the puzzle. Talk about this experience, noticing how
some people found words or pictures more easily than
others and how easy it was to see the word or picture
once someone else pointed it out. Observe that
sometimes we need the help of others to recognize
God's presence and action in our lives. Read together
today's Gospel, Luke 1:39-45. Ask: What did Elizabeth
recognize about Mary? How did Elizabeth know this?
Pray together that as we share our faith together as a
family, we may help one another recognize God's
presence and action in our lives. Pray together the Hail
Mary.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD: Use one of these
suggestions or one of your own to respond to God's
word this week.

In the home: Take a moment to spread joy by sending
an encouraging email, card, or letter, or by making a
phone call to a friend or family member.

In the workplace or in school: Make an effort to be a
person of gratitude and joy around others this season,
avoiding the traps of gossip or complaining.

In the community: Commit to a weekly act of kindness
this season, such as caroling, delivering cookies, or
visiting neighbors who are homebound.

www.sacredspace.ie  Sacred Space. lIrish Jesuits
provide commentaries on daily readings, daily prayers
and online chapels where visitors can remember loved
ones or post public prayers.

WAYS TO WAIT: “And Mary said, ‘My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior.” — Luke 1:46-47. Sometimes the holidays bring
long waits at restaurants, in stores...just about
everywhere. Remember, there is a blessing in waiting.
Advent waiting is filled with excitement and energy — we
are waiting for a baby to be born! And while a baby’s birth
is always miraculous, the birth of this baby is the greatest
miracle of all time.

The next time you are waiting in line with your children,
use the time to think about and describe the Nativity
scene using your five senses. What did it sound like in
the stable? What did it smell like? What did Baby Jesus
see? Immerse yourselves in that beautiful night.

PEACE ON EARTH BEGINS AT THE KITCHEN TABLE:
Peace within the parent. We cannot lead our children
toward peace if we ourselves are feeling unsettled. When
family life starts leaning towards the decidely unpeaceful,
our first instinct may be to look toward the child who
seems to be causing the most problem — the seven-year-
old who is incessantly tattling; the sulking teen. Yet if we
first check for peace in our own heart, we may find that
fear, stress, or anger have taken up residence there
instead. Peaceful parents can better build a peaceful
household. Perhaps just by lighting a candle on the
kitchen counter and praying for a few minutes in the
morning sets a completely different tone for the day than
when you don’t make time for it.

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO PRAY FOR? Next time
you drive to Mass, ask your kids who or what they plan to
pray for. Elementary school children often go into church
passively — they may be old enough to sit still without a
baggie of Cheerios, but much of the service might still be
over their heads. The simple question in the car is an
invitation to become more engaged in the Mass.

While the first time you ask the question, you might get a
puzzled “I don’'t know” as a response, a little modeling
from you wil go a long way. Explain that in the quiet time
after Communion, you're planning to pray that the Holy
Spirit helps you figure out how to handle a problem at
work. Tell them you're going to pray for Grandma’'s
surgery in the moment of silence after the Prayers of the
Faithful. On the way home from church, ask your kids if
they were able to pray for what they planned to and how
they felt about it.



1)-$ /0

/001 /001

THEOLOGY ON TAP
The Morristown Catholic Young Adults of Notre Dame
(MCYA) invite you to our January series of Theology on
Tap. This is a free event for married and single adults in
their 20’s and 30’s.

January 12
“Suffering: Why Bad Things Happen to Good People”

by Fr. Rocco Danzi, SJ

January 19
“God’s Work, Our Hands” by Greg and Therese Floyd

January 26
“Marriage and Sexuality” by Fr. Frank Agresti

NOTE: All events are held at Chevy’'s Restaurant,
1900 State Route 10 in Morris Plains at 7:30 p.m.

PILGRIMAGE TO OBERAMMERGAU
AND PASSION PLAY IN GERMANY
SPRING 2010
Father John will serve as a spiritual

escort for an eleven-day pilgrimage to
Oberammergau, Germany for the historic Passion Play
conducted there every ten years. The group will be
departing on May 29 and returning on June 8, 2010. In
addition to Germany, the trip will include the countries of
Switzerland, Austria, and Liechtenstein with visits to
Heidelberg, Lucerne, Innsbruck, Salzburg, Munich and
Garmisch. A cruise down the Rhine River is also planned.
Space is limited and reservations must be made early.
For information about this exciting pilgrimage and
complete itinerary, please contact Fr. John or stop in the
Parish Office to pick-up a brochure. The cost of the
pilgrimage, including transportation to and from the airport
and airfare is $4,335 double occupancy plus $795 for
single supplement.

GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRY
Wishing all of our clients and volunteers a
Happy and Holy Christmas and special
blessings for the New Year. The December
coordinator is Pat Moore at 973-267-5304

Mass Attendance for December 12 and 13

5:30 p.m. 327

7:00 a.m. 118

8:30 a.m. 187

10:00 a.m. 539

12:15 p.m. 244

5:30 p.m. 259

TOTAL 1,674

Lord Jesus,
Every Christmas,
| need a quiet moment
Just one silent moment.
A moment outside of time,
A moment without bells, without
Carols or cards. A moment away from
Worrying about presents and parties. Just one
Quiet moment, either in church or when all have
Gone to bed. A moment when | can be still and picture
Myself one by one, as shepherd, wise man, Scrooge,
eeper, Little Prummer Boy, as well as George Bailey
Discovering,
“It's a Wonderful Life.”
A moment when | can experience
You with me as the Christmas Present.
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$$$$Financial Blessings$$$$
The collection for December 13 totaled $18,937. Last

year's totaled $17,546. The collection for Immaculate
Conception totaled $2,552. The total cash collected for
the Giving Tree in lieu of gifts totaled $2,736. Thank you
for your continued generosity and support.
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