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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 
      5:30 p.m. Albert and Patricia Callahan  
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 
    7:00 a.m. Dina Faul 
   8:30 a.m. Raphael Fernandez 
  10:00 a.m. Emundo Santos 
 12:15 p.m. Jerzy Kawecki 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 
   7:00 a.m. James, Elizabeth, and  

Mary Bernadette Beston 
 12:05 p.m. John Strelec 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29 
    7:00 a.m. Gerard Reilly 
  12:05 p.m. Donald Morong Sr. 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30 
     7:00 a.m. Margaret M.Plant 
   12:05 p.m. Joseph F. Gartland 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 
    7:00 a.m. Henry Schreiber 
  12:05 p.m. Anna Tafaro 
    5:30 p.m. Rose Francavilla 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1 – Mary Mother of God 
9:00 a.m. Tom Johnson Sr. 
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 2 
      8:00 a.m. Tom Johnson Sr. 
      5:30 p.m. Anna and Fred Kull  
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 
    7:00 a.m.  People of the Parish 
    8:30 a.m.  The Campbell Family  
   10:00 a.m. George E. Parker 
   12:15 p.m. Pilar Modler 
     5:30 p.m. Marie Bodtmann 
 
 
 
 
The Rosary is prayed every weekday 15 minutes before the 
12:05 Mass. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration is held every Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel, Cedar Knolls. 
 
The Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday immediately 
following the 12:05 p.m. Mass. 
 
Perpetual Adoration is observed seven days-a-week, 24 
hours daily at St. Margaret of Scotland in Morristown. 
 

 
 
 

 irst Reading – Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14  
Today’s first reading comes from a book in the 
Hebrew Scriptures that contains proverbial 

wisdom about proper living.  In this excerpt, the 
sage praises loving respect for one’s parents.  
 

 

econd Reading – Colossians 3:12-21  
It is widely agreed that the Letter to the 

Colossians was written by a disciple of Paul about 
a decade after the Apostle’s death.  This inspired 
disciple repeats Paul’s teaching that forgiveness, 
love, and gratitude are basic elements of life in 
the Christian community.  The writer also reflects 
the Greek culture of his time and describes the 
family in patriarchal ways. 

 
 

ospel – Luke 2:41-52  
Today’s reading from Luke’s Gospel sheds light 
on the destiny of the young Jesus.  His life is to be 
spent in the service of God, his father. 
 
We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the readings 
for next Sunday, January 3, 2010, Epiphany of the 
Lord . 
 

First Reading : Isaiah 60:1-6 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 
Gospel :  Matthew 2:1-12 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
This year, 2010, First Friday for January falls on 
January 1, which is Mary, Mother of God, a Holy 
Day of Obligation.  There will be a vigil Mass for the 
Holy Day celebrated at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 31 and one Mass celebrated on New 
Year’s Day at 9:00 a.m.  There will be no Eucharistic 
Adoration. 
 

PRAYER TO MARY 
 
Holy Mary, Mother of God! 
Mary, full of grace: 
 Open us to the fullness of the Spirit, 
 Gift us with your simplicity, 
 Make of our ordinary lives something extraordinary. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God! 
Blessed among women: 
 Bless us as we care for one another, 
 Nurture us into newness, 
 Form us into a holy people. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God! 
Fruit of your Womb, Jesus: 
 May we bear Christ into the world, 
 May we bear fruit to nourish the hungry. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR THE 
RECOVERY OF: 

Pat and Bob Seely, Noelle Talarico, Lorraine McMahon, 
Judy Lynch, Romaine Rea, Agnes Hogan, Kathleen 
McCarthy Brennan, Tony Bersani, Mary Ascher, Rita Ventre, 
Helen Bitondo, Gladys Mageau, Becca Wishbow, Michael 
Garde, Joseph McGovern, Elsa McGlynn, Doris Lemieux, 
Patricia Barter-Varrichio, William Galligan, Doris Laurenti, 
Heidi Hertsgaard, Mary O’Connell, Janet Cloninger, Jerry 
Kwilos, Kathy Farrand, Robert Carduner, Sherry Rickely, 
Manuel and Delicia Calderon, Ariel Donnelly, Julie Ann 
Barlotta, Elaine Brady, Christy Lee Ascolese, Sabrina 
Sanchez, Jim Cavanaugh, Gabrielle Murtha, Jody Hartley, 
Doris Laurenti, Guy J. Palazzolo, Jane A. Mullins, Mary 
Breen, Elizabeth Gibson, Theresa O’Connell, Maria 
Svaglinac, Christopher Scully, Malcolm Sutherland Foggio, 
Charles Lieb McCloskey, Marie Valvano, Charlotte Resz, 
Linda Rosenberg, Sheila Hare, Thomas Greer, Albert J. 
Kelly, Jr., Monica Turner, David Monahan,  Alice Slattery,  
Eugene R. Fennimore, Julia Sillo, Amy Villoresi Cooney, 
Kenneth Donohue, Susan, Jaime Trent, Rick Baiter, Kathy 
Hereghty, Cheryl Collins, Dominick Vacca, Kyle Noonan, 
Edward Soboll, Hilda Egan, Jennifer Vickroy, infant Isla 
Dell’Aquila, Paul Albanese, Brenda Burns, Vincent Hogan, 
Vincent Farley, Virginia Brennan, Jeanne Detsis, Kathy 
Wurst, Michael Coppola, John West, Louie Luzzi , James 
Scully, Marge Marks, Patricia Mullany, Michael DeLucas, 
Lou Zamora, Susan B. Reed and  Fr. Joe Casey 
 
You are invited to call the Parish Office with the names of 
any loved ones who you would like included in the prayers 
for the good health of the sick and homebound.   
Please notify us when our prayers for recovery have  
been answered, so we may remove the person from the  
list.  
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 Maliya Jordan Nguewoun 

Daughter of Herve and Malua 
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                          Karen Mihalik 
�
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                   Lauren Pallone to Ryan Martin 
             Kerry O’Connor to William O’Connor 

 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES AT ASSUMPTION 
We believe that Jesus Christ breathes His Spirit on us so 
that we can strive to become a more perfect expression of 
the Good News in all aspects of everyday life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Saturday, December 12, parents and children in the 
Good Shepherd Program at Assumption Church continued to 
prepare for the Birth of Christ with a family Rosary making 
session which ended with a celebration of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.  During the session, families had the opportunity 
to work together to design and create a family Rosary, 
compose a “Joyful Mystery Rosary Book,” and learn new 
ways of praying the Mysteries together. The family Rosary 
making session ended with a celebration of the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, complete with an American version of 
Pan Dulce – munchkins.  
 

The session began with a presentation on how to prayerfully 
make and tie knots in the string to be used throughout the 
Rosary. The children and families were shown how to form 
the loops in the string and form a knot while praying, “In the 
name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 
The children and families were shown how the prayer to the 
Holy Spirit gathers the loops of string to form a knot just like 
the Holy Spirit who gathers and unites us in Christ.  
 

Then they selected two colors of Rosary beads to be used in 
their family Rosary. One bead would help them pray the 
beautiful words of the prayer to our Mother. The other bead 
would be used to help the families pray to our Father. 
 

During the celebration of our Lady, we remembered the story 
of the appearance of Our Lady to Juan Diego. We learned 
that Our Lady spoke to Juan Diego in his native language 
of Nahuatl. We remembered again how the Good 
Shepherd came to offer his love and his life to all God’s 
children. We reflected on the many countries in which his 
Mother has appeared to his children. We prayed the 
opening prayer from the Mass of the memorial of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe: “God of power and mercy, you 
blessed the Americas at Tepeyac with the presence of the 
Virgin Mary of Guadalupe.  May her prayers help all men 
and women to accept each other as brothers and sisters.  
Through your justice present in our hearts may your 
peace reign in the world.  We ask this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.” 

We ended the celebration by sharing an American version 
of the traditional Pan Dulce – munchkins. The children left 
the celebration eager to ask for their Rosaries to be 
blessed so they could pray the Mysteries of the Rosary 
near their Christmas trees. 
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 THE HOLY FAMILY 
Jesus went down with them and came to Nazareth, and 
was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things 
in her heart. Jesus, for his part, progressed steadily in 
wisdom and age and grace before God and men.  (Luke 
2: 51-52) 
 
The Sunday after Christmas is always the Solemnity of 
the Holy Family.  It is the Feast Day of every family 
because it speaks powerfully to us about the presence of 
God in the midst of each of our families. At Christmas 
time we rejoice because the Son of God dwells with us 
and is present in our most important relationships - our 
family. 
 
Here is a story I hope you will enjoy. 

Denise Roy has been driving a minivan for eleven 
years. By her own admission, she fits the profile: 
“a middle-aged mom with kids, a mortgage, ten 
extra pounds, and no chance of getting smiles 
from guys in other cars.” 
After one-too-many laps around the car-pool 
track, Denise decided to trade keys with her 
husband and join a friend for a weekend silent 
retreat at a nearby monastery.  Her experience 
gave her a surprisingly new perspective on her 
relationship with her 110,000 mile Dodge Caravan 
with the peeling blue paint. “Chauffeur Mom” 
writes in her fully, insightful book My Monastery is 
a Minivan. 
“I was sitting in the chapel, grateful for the silence 
and yet beginning to miss my family. As I sat 
there, I noticed that I was surrounded by beautiful 
stained-glass windows. And then the thought 
crept in: My minivan has really stained glass 
windows.  I brought myself back to the present 
moment, back to being transported by the angels 
to Heavenly realms.  And then I had another 
thought: In my minivan, I transport angels to 
heaven-knows-where. Suddenly, an onslaught of 
comparisons burst into my head: In the 
monastery, I meditate; in the minivan, I mediate.  
In the monastery, psalms are sung; in the 
minivan, palms are flung.  Repetitive schedules 
are found in both the monastery and the minivan: 
8:00 a.m.  chapel, 8:00 a.m., car pool; 3:00 p.m., 
chapel, 3:00 p.m., car pool; 6:00 p.m., chapel, 
6:00 p.m., car pool. 
“My monastery is not a silent cell out in the 
wilderness.  My monastery is a minivan.  It is also 
a kitchen, a child’s bedroom, an office.  My 
monastery is in the heart of the world - in family 
life with a child on my lap, in my husband’s arms.” 
In the Roy’s family minivan, the daily becomes 
divine and the routine becomes prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 

As we  prepare to begin the new calendar year this Feast 
of the Holy Family reminds us that real holiness is 
attainable where we live because God is in our midst, day 
in and day out while we live our everyday lives as parents, 
children, brothers and sisters, grandparents, 
grandchildren and so on.  When we look to find the infinite 
love of God we should look at our own family first. We 
should encounter Jesus there. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Father John 

 
There is no law which lays it down that you must smile! 
But you can make a gift of your smile; you can be the 
leaven of kindness in your family. (Pope John Paul II) 

                                                         Father John 
 

FROM  THE 
                 ASSOCIATE  PASTOR 

 
SPIRITUALITY 

 
One of the most dramatic shifts in our understanding of 
Spirituality today is in our acceptance of sexuality as a 
powerful part of the wholeness of our life from God.  Once 
we acknowledge our sexuality as part of God’s intention to 
bless us with a full, rich and dynamic participation in his 
life, we begin to place our awareness of our sexuality 
squarely within the mystery of God’s goodness. When I 
was growing up, sex was almost synonymous with “sin”, 
and books on morality reflected a suspicion or “fear” of 
sexuality.  What an imbalance that was when we look into 
the Gospels for Jesus’ pronouncements on sexual 
morality.  He makes one statement about lust; and he 
urges the adulteress to sin no more while making it clear 
his attitude is not at all like that of her stone-throwing 
condemners.  What I believe is happening today is a 
balancing-out of attitudes in the Church and a return to 
the concerns of Jesus.  Jesus says little about lust; he 
says much about judgmental attitudes, about injustice and 
hypocrisy and uncharitableness, and so do modern 
spiritual writers. 
 
The German poet Rainer Maria Rilke anticipated the 
contemporary attitude toward sexuality and the body when 
he wrote in the last century, “The terrible untruthfulness 
and uncertainty of our age has its roots in the refusal to 
acknowledge the happiness of sexuality, in this peculiarly 
mistaken guilt, which constantly increases, we continually 
separate ourselves from the rest of nature—from our 
rightful place in God’s plan of creation.” 
                                          ���������������� ���������������� ���������������� ����������������   
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RULES FOR 
BUILDING A HOLY 
FAMILY:   The Church 
offers families rules to 

live by from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians 
3:12-21.  Although Paul wrote these directives to a 
newly formed congregation, they clearly apply to 
families as well.  If we simply treat our families with 
love and respect as if they were God’s actual 
chosen ones, then everyone would grow in wisdom 
and grace as Jesus did under the guidance of his 
Holy Family. 
Adults: How can I show my love for Jesus to 
everyone I meet during this coming week? 
Children:  What can I do for each member of my 
family to show them, in a special way, how much I 
love them? 
A Family Perspective:  How would our family’s life 
be different if we saw every member as one of 
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, or if we 
treated each other with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience (Col 3:12)?  How 
many arguments would be quickly resolved if we 
forgave each other as the Lord forgives us (v.13)?  
How close could we be if we actually clothed 
ourselves in love (v.14) or if we let the peace of 
Christ rule in our hearts (v.15)? 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD:  Use one of these 
suggestions or one of your own to respond to God’s 
word this week. 
In the home:  Around the dinner table, invite each 
family member to say aloud what they did during the 
day to share love with others. 
In the workplace or in school:  Go out of your way to 
make the day better for someone.  Compliment 
someone’s clothes, share your lunch dessert, or 
offer to carry a heavy load. 
In the community:  Decide as a family on a Corporal 
Work of Mercy to do for the month.  Do at least one 
thing each week to help those in need feel Christ’s 
love through your family. 
 
 

www.sacredspace.ie  Sacred Space. 
Irish Jesuits provide commentaries on 
daily readings, daily prayers and 

online chapels where visitors can remember loved 
ones or post public prayers.   
 
 

WAYS TO WATCH:  “There were 
shepherds in that region living in the 
fields and keeping the night watch 
over their flock.  The angel of the 
Lord appeared to them and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were struck with great fear.” 
                           – Luke 2:8-9. 

 
Watch for signs of Jesus all around you each day.  
Watch for the opportunity to hold a door for the next 
person, or shovel a neighbor’s walk, or help carry 
something heavy.  Watch for the chance to offer a 
compliment, or to share a seat on the train, or to 
give away a treat.  Each night at dinner, take turns 
describing the ways you saw Jesus in others. 
 
Watch for ways to be Jesus to those around you 
each day.  Watch for opportunities to say ‘hi’ to 
someone who looks lonely, or to cheer up a crying 
child, or to clean up a mess that you didn’t make.  
Offer these moments up to Jesus in silent prayer at 
dinner each night.  Or write those moments on slips 
of paper and add them as cushion for Baby Jesus in 
the manger in your Nativity scene.  
 
 
 
WHO, ME?  CALM?:  Families fare best during 
inevitable stress and turmoil when one or both of the 
parents have what esteemed family therapist Edwin 
Friedman refers to as a “non-anxious presence.”  
Having a non-anxious presence means that the 
parent can be in the midst of emotional turmoil – 
actively relating to the children involved in it – yet 
calmly maintaining a sense of the parent’s own 
direction for the family. 
 
David M. Thomas, author of A Community of Love:  
Spirituality of Family Life (The Family Rosary), uses 
the image of Jesus sleeping in the bottom of the 
boat during the storm, then waking up and assuring 
his disciples all will be well.  Becoming a non-
anxious presence – be it in an organization, a 
congregation, or a family – requires discipline, 
Friedman says.  The parent must look beyond the 
immediate hurt of the situation and at the deeper 
level of what is happening within the family.  It 
requires a parent first to develop an interior peace 
so as to be able to approach difficult situations with 
clarity and leadership. 
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THEOLOGY ON TAP 
The Morristown Catholic Young Adults of Notre Dame 
(MCYA) invite you to our January series of Theology on 
Tap.  This is a free event for married and single adults in 
their 20’s and 30’s.   
 

January 12  
“Suffering:  Why Bad Things Happen to Good People” by 
Fr. Rocco Danzi, SJ 
 

January 19  
“God’s Work, Our Hands” by Greg and Therese Floyd 
 

January 26  
“Marriage and Sexuality” by Fr. Frank Agresti 
 

NOTE:  All events are held at Chevy’s Restaurant, 
1900 State Route 10 in Morris Plains at 7:30 p.m.  
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WOMEN’S RETREAT 
WHAT DOES GOD WANT FROM YOU IN 2010? 

NEW YEAR’S EVE RETREAT 
 
For:  Single Women 18-35 years of age 
Date:  Arrival—7:00 p.m.  December 31, 2009 
Departure – 11:00 a.m. January 1, 2010 
Cost:  Free will offering 
 
Place:  Villa Walsh 
455 Western Avenue 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
 
Contact:  Sr. Mary Elizabeth  973-538-2886x124 
srmelloyd@gmail.com 
 
 

Mass Attendance for December 19 and 20 
 5:30 p.m. 136 
 7:00 a.m.   30 
 8:30 a.m.   74 
 10:00 a.m. 123 
 12:15 p.m. 330 
                     5:30 p.m.   422 
                           TOTAL              1,478 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FELIZ NAVIDAD 
As we near the 5th Anniversary of From Houses to 
Homes on January 1, 2010, we want to thank all of you for 
all you have done for the poor of Guatemala and 
elsewhere. None of what we do would be possible without 
all of you. Please continue to help us and keep us in your 
prayers. There is so much to be done. Enjoy the 
Christmas season and have a very happy 2010. 
.                                                     Joe Collins 
 

P.S. Still looking for a last minute gift?   
Sponsor a child's education, 
http://www.fromhousestohomes.org/sponsorship.html or 
make a donation in someone's name.  Our website 
is www.fromhousestohomes.org.  Thank you. 
 

 
PILGRIMAGE TO OBERAMMERGAU AND PASSION 

PLAY IN GERMANY SPRING 2010 
Father John will serve as a spiritual escort for an eleven-
day pilgrimage to Oberammergau, Germany for the 
historic Passion Play conducted there every ten years.  
The group will be departing on May 29 and returning on 
June 8, 2010.  In addition to Germany, the trip will include 
the countries of Switzerland, Austria, and Liechtenstein 
with visits to Heidelberg, Lucerne, Innsbruck, Salzburg, 
Munich and Garmisch.  A cruise down the Rhine River is 
also planned.  Space is limited and reservations must be 
made early.  For information about this exciting pilgrimage 
and complete itinerary, please contact Fr. John or stop in 
the Parish Office to pick-up a brochure.  The cost of the 
pilgrimage, including transportation to and from the airport 
and airfare is $4,335 double occupancy plus $795 for 
single supplement.�
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$$$$Financial Blessings$$$$ 
The collection for December 20 totaled $11,495.  Last 
year’s totaled $16,317.  Thank you for your continued 
generosity and support.  
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