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MARRIAGE POLICIES

The celebration of the Sacrament of Matrimony is ohthe most significant experiences for you
and the entire Christian community. It should besgerent and happy occasion. An important part of
your preparation is spiritual. Regular celebratioh Sunday Mass as a couple is central to yourrggiag
to our community of faith. We need you, just asry@ed us, for it is only together that we are Re®ple
of God. Another Sacrament beneficial to your spali preparation for marriage is Reconciliation.alk to
the priest helping you prepare and arrange to cedebthe Sacrament of Reconciliation.

The following policies are provided in order thatur preparation will be as orderly and complete
as possible. The items listed below must be adesimeg as you prepare for your marriageEdr record
retrieval purposes, all communication to the parismust indicate the date of your weddirig




Parish Membership:

It is expected that at either the bride or the gras a registered member of the parish, eitherras a
individual or through their family. If you will béving in the parish after the wedding, pleaseini our
parish office by becoming a registered parishioner.

Priest/Deacon:

The priest/deacon who will witness your marriagkeloeation will guide you through the various stagés
preparation. It is your responsibility to staytauch with him and arrange for the necessary appants.
Together you will gradually decide on all the elenseof the celebration of your marriage. A Nuptial
Mass, with Scripture readings, Prayers and Holy @amon, must be performed by a priest, while a
Wedding Ceremony, Scripture readings and Prayarsbe performed by either a deacon or priest. You
will also decide on the number of participants eithpart and place in the celebration, the reading
selections, and prayers.

Pre-Cana or Engaged Encounter:

The Church requires that you attend eithePra-Canasession at Assumption Parish or Bngaged
Encounterweekend offered in a neighboring Diocedengaged Encounteinformation can we found at
www.engagedencounter.orgrou also have the option of attending a couittedtGod’s Plan for aJoy-
Filled Marriage by registering atvww.joyfilledmarriagenj.orgor enrolling in an on-line Pre-Cana course
at www.catholicmarriagepreponline.com To register for the on-line course you must tfiobtain
permission from the priest or deacon who will mayou. It is your responsibility to register for eof
these programs. The fee for Pre-Cana at Assum[#i®i5 per couple. Please register early, asosess
are only offered twice a year, in the Spring andhie Fall. Once you have completed any one ofethes
programs, you must send a Xeroxed copy of thefoate to the priest/deacon witnessing your magiag
(please notate the date of your wedding




Visiting Clergy:

Visiting priests or deacons are welcome to perfgour marriage. If you wish to have an outside gir@
deacon, let the parish know when you reserve yocenldmg date. The visiting priest or deaconst
contact the parishvithin a month of the reservation via letter stating they will do the wedding and
complete all the documentation and paperwork reguiby the Church. Visiting clergy are obligated to
perform weddings in accordance with the AssumpBansh policy. A copy of this policy will be setat
them. They are also expected to take care ofrathparital instruction meetings with you and toaage
and conduct the rehearsal. A visiting ministeratabi is welcome to participate in an inter-faithnmmage.

Documents Required:
1. Baptismal Certificate of the Catholic partyshbe sent by the Church of Baptis
within six months of the wedding date, and no soon€ontact your parish of i%\f

origin and ask them to: 1.) sendBaptismal Certificate, 2.) sealedwith the

Church’s raised seal, and annotatedon the back indicating the reception of th{ =~
Holy Communion, Confirmation, Annulments, etc. lush be sent to Assumption 9=
Parish or brought with you at the time you meehuiite priest or deacorRemember to ask them
to notate your wedding date somewhere on the documigtion.

2. If you received the Sacrament of Holy Communiang/or Confirmation at different parish(es)
from your parish of origin you will need to contatttose parish(es) and have them send a
certificate,sealedwith the Church’s raised seal, indicating the Saenats and the dates they were
received. Have them sent to Assumption Parishraudht with you at the time you meet with the
priest or deaconAgain, remember to ask them to notate your weddingate somewhere on the
documentation.

3. A copy of the Baptismal Certificate of non-Cathgbiarty, issued anytime, and a Freedom to Marry
form which we provide, is required.

4, Mixed marriage. If the marriage is between a Clathend non-Catholic, you must complete an
application, which we provide, for Dispensationnfr@isparity of Worship. This will be done in the
presence of the priest or deacon who will be wiimgsthe marriage. The promise on the Catholic
party’s part to raise as Catholic any children bafrthe union, is a part of this application.

Civil Requirements:

State Law requires a Marriage License. Within orenth before the wedding the couple should apply to
the License Bureau in the municipality of the bridd®u must be accompanied by one witness over 18
years old. Call the Bureau to find out costs amygl @her requirements. The license will be issuedd
days after the application is mad8ring the license to the rehearsal. Do not fill it out. That will be
done by us after the marriage ceremony and it lvéllreturned to the municipality so that your maeia
will be civilly registered.




Date and Time of Your Wedding:

Wedding dates are given on a first come, firstegitvasis. Weddings are schedul ®==g
to avoid conflicts and congestion, therefore, puality is more than a courtesy, it i
an absolute necessity Weddings may be scheduled only at times which nat
conflict with parish functions; i.e., no weddingslivbe scheduled later than 3:0C
p.m. on a Saturday. Due to the scheduled Sacraoh&wconciliation and Saturda
Evening Mass, it is imperative that all weddingtjgar finish their picture-takingo later than 4:15 p.m.

Symbolic Gift for the Poor:

It is a long-standing tradition to bring a mediuizesl basket of non-perishable food items to beiexduup

to the Celebrant during the Offertory processiontltd Mass, or before the Nuptial Blessing in the
Ceremony. Itis a moving gesture that one of itst things you do as a married couple is to attengive
something away for others in need.

Bouguets of Roses:
It is traditional to give your parents and gran@mds a bouquet of red Roses §
during the wedding. Advise your florist if you as® to practice this custom.
The bouguets should be at least three roses witie ggeens tied with a ribbony:
It is also traditional to place a bouquet of whReses at the Statue of th
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary; again, iuyohose to do so, advise your
florist. They will be delivered to the church walfl other flowers.
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Rice/Confetti/Rose Petals/Balloons:

Your guests maynot throw rice, confetti or bird-seed. Balloons areoafsot
acceptable. It is absolutely forbidden to do so tere ardNO EXCEPTIONS. It makes a mess outside
the Church especially if the sidewalk is wet. It&@ried on shoes into the Church building for saveéays,
and requires special rug cleaning costs. Bubbiestall bells as “favors” are nice substitutes.yadtr
wedding party chooses to throw rose petals outsfdiéhne church there will be aadditional clean-up
charge of $50.

Alcohol:

Parish policy prohibits champagne, wine or any o#teoholic beverages from being served or consumed
in front of the Church, on the sidewalk, or anywheear the Church premises before or after therzang

or rehearsal. Please inform your limousine drivérdhis policy as well as members of your bridaity.



Flowers:

Arrange with any florist of your choice the decoyas for the Church. If you plan any unusual or
elaborate decorations, you must have the floristtazi the parish office for the Church specificasio
Needless to say, nothingay be taped, stapled or tacked-up anywhere ilCthech. If the florist doesn’t
have them, we do provide large elastic bands foursgg decorations to the pews. There are 40ecent
pews. We suggest that you check with our offiedf $b see if there are any other weddings scheldiale

the day of your wedding. It may be possible totaonthe other party and share the cost of flowers.
Generally, we recommend two large and “loose” flo@gangements placed in the Sanctuary area. The
flowers arrangements are to be left in the Churitér ayour wedding No runner is permitted in the
Church. Fire code prohibits candles, lanterns tberosuch items on the pews, in the aisles or & th
sanctuary.

Unity Candle:
The Celebrant will prepare the liturgy with thedaiand groom and offer several suggestion36
options. One of those is the lighting of the Urigndle. If the couple decides that they want.
include the Unity Candle in their wedding, they mpsrchase their own Unity Candle. Talk wit

the celebrant about how you want to include thisoop Bring the Unity Candle to the rehearsal eave
it overnight with the Celebrant.

Wedding Invitations:

The correct name of our church that should be vsegbur invitations is —Church of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mar{. The address is 91 Maple Avenue, Morristown, Nlksey 07960. Directions
to the church will be provided.

Programs: ‘
We provide you with a Wedding Program format todguyou in preparing one fo
your wedding.

Rehearsal:

The date and time of your wedding rehearsal willsbeby both you and the priest/deacon. All pesson
participating in the marriage ceremony are neededh@ rehearsal. Impress on all the need for
punctuality. Usually the rehearsal is one of the many scleebappointments the priest/deacon will have,
and tardiness in getting started is not only fatstg to the priest or deacon but also may resudt hasty
rehearsal. There may very well be other reheasshlsduled that evening for other weddings.

Bring to the rehearsal the Marriage License isdmethe Town Clerk (without anything written on iy b
anyone other than the Town Clerk). The documeiitde signed in the presence of the priest. Rebem
State Law forbids the priest from celebrating argdding for which he does not have in his possession
marriage license from the civil authorities.

The Music Director assists the Celebrant on the dfayhe wedding by directing the “Seating of the
Mothers,” the “Entrance of the Groomsmen” and tiéetiding Procession of Bridesmaids and the Bride.”
The Director follows the directions received frone iCelebrant and knows how the Celebrant rehe#insed
wedding party. Everyone is expected to follow diiens given to them conforming to what the Celabra
and couple have previously planned.



Liturgical Music Required for the Ceremony:

Assumption Organists and Cantors are required ateadings. If you wish to have a friend and/datiee sing or play
an instrument during your wedding in addition te tlequired liturgical music provided by our Directd Music, you
MUST make these arrangements with the Director of Musdi¢hile a guest vocalist or instrumentalist istaiey
welcome to perform at your wedding ceremony, if ssumption organist is to cover any expensesnog spent for
special rehearsals and teaching of music, a geesdff $50 is required and payable to the Assumpirganist. Each
scheduled session with the organist would requiradditional guest fee. The guest is requiredrtwige their own
music and the music for the organist.all cases, the full Music fee of three hundredifty dollars ($350) must be
paid, no matter what you arrange in terms of others participation. Keep in mind that this celebration of Marriage
is a Sacrament and all music chosen for the Lituwggal and instrumental, must be in keeping withgacred nature of
the Wedding and must follow the rubrics of the Ron@atholic Church. Certain secular texts are gmpate for the
reception but not in the sacred, spiritual setahthe Church.

The Director of Music is theologically and profes®lly prepared to instruct you in planning the ioaisselections
for the Ceremony. The Director of Music, Claudiarli, can be reached at 973-539-2141, extensioorl®mail:
claudiabn@aol.com Mrs. Nardi will contact you about the Bridal MaisVorkshop and appointments to plan your
wedding.

Photographer:
You must inform your photographer of the followiRglicies of Assumption Church governing picturettgkand video

filming:

1. Use of flood lights (for film/video recorderust be kept to a minimum.

2. Video recorders are restricted to certain aoééise Church.

3. The photographer may not, under any circumstgrenter the Sanctuary.

4. The photographer is expected to respect evatyopthe Ceremony or Nuptial Mass, such as sa@adings.

5. The changing of film is not to be done in theu€h proper, rather it may be done in the vestilmulsome other
enclosure.

6. There must be a minimum of motion by the phpger in the Church, even as he or she trieqtb fi
spots from which the best pictures can be taken.

7. The photographer, like any other guest, is etgueto dress appropriately for the wedding, natasual
or sloppy clothing.

The photographer musttroduce himself/herself to the priest/deacorobethe wedding begins.



The Cost of a Church Wedding:

hundred dollars ($300) for non-parishioners is alse at this time. This check, made payable¥<3%
“Assumption Church should be brought with you when you come to plagish office to completeEf<
preliminary paperwork. This required step confirthe dates of your wedding/rehearsal.
remaining four hundred- dollars ($400) covers tliee®or of Music, the Organist and the Church Sexdad
should be given to the priest/deacon at the rehkarslake out three checks: one check for one rechd
seventy-five dollars ($175) for the Director of Nlwusnd Cantor; one check for one hundred sevemgy-fi
($175) for the Organist; and one check for fiftyldis ($50) for the Church Sexton’s work in setaml clean-
up. These three checks should be made out to."cash

AMOUNT FOR CHECK MADE OUT TO
$200 Church Fee “Assumption Church”
175 Dir. of Music/Cantor “Cash”
175 Organist “Cash”
50 Sexton “Cash”

$600 (Parishioners)

$ 300
$ 900 (Non-Parishioners)

It is appropriate to give a gift check in the amioahyour choosing to the priest or deacon in redtgn of
their help and time spent with you in preparing your wedding. In addition to the required sersicd
Assumption Church’s Director of Music, Cantor angy&hist, some couples choose to hire harpists,petens,
violinists or bag-pipers. The cost for these masis isnot included in the above charges for Church Music.
Arrangements for these must be made through theciir of Music, and any fees that result are cotdrh
independently between the couple and the additioneician(s).
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Assumption Parish Priests:

Assumption Parish Deacons:

Msgr. John E. Hart
Rev. Philip-Michael Tangorra

Deacon Michael Hanly
Deacon Brian Beyerl
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