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Liz Rotunno

From: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary <mail@flocknote.com>

Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 3:36 PM

To: Liz Rotunno

Subject: The Sixth Sunday of Easter

Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend Jesus promises his apostles that when he leaves, his 

Father will send another advocate.  In the Miriam Webster 

dictionary another is defined as being "one more in addition to one or 

more of the same kind."  Jesus will always be our advocate, but the 

Father will send us another, someone  who pleads our cause, 

exhorts, comforts,  and prays for us.  

God has given us the Holy Spirit, but do we see his advocacy at 

work in our lives? Today, let us call out " Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful and enkindle in us the fire of your love."  Let 

us look for where the Holy Spirit is working in our lives, and who 

He is working through.  And pray that we can be the advocate of 

the Holy Spirit for those who God puts into our lives. 

The following is an excerpt from an article by Dave Hrbacek  and 

published on Catholic News Service.  The Holy Spirit is at work - 

witness it in the actions of one nurse in Minneapolis.  

Rebecca Maslow is a nurse in the intensive care unit in Hennepin 

County Medical Center in Minneapolis.   She takes a brief time to 

pray before going to work, seeking the help of the Holy Spirit to love 

and care for the patients she will see that day. Every time she walks 

into a room, she knows that this could be the patient's last day of 
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life. She must be ready to help them die. 

 

But, that is not the hardest part. The real hardship comes when she 

thinks about the care she cannot provide to the person lying in a 

bed unable to get up and, more importantly, unable to see visitors. 

 

"The only people who are walking into their rooms are health care 

workers who are covered from head to toe in protective gear. There 

was one patient that I was helping to care for. ... He was anxious 

and I was trying to comfort him. But, it just struck me -- he could 

barely see my face. I'm smiling at him and he can't see it because I 

have this mask over my mouth, my eyes are covered in protective 

covering, I have a surgical cap on my head, I have an isolation gown 

on and gloves."  "Physical touch is such an important thing, right?" 

she said. "Especially when someone's feeling isolated and alone, 

and, to not be able to have that connection with other people is just 

so hugely challenging." 

 

For one patient, she held an iPad in front of him so he could have a 

final Zoom call with his family as he lay dying.  "It just broke my 

heart as I was in the room. I was listening to what the family 

members were saying. And, the daughter was talking to her dad 

(the patient). She was forgiving him for all the hurts he had done 

(to) her throughout her life, telling him repeatedly how much she 

hopes he can go to God, knowing that she forgives him, knowing 

that she loves him and praying that he'll accept God's mercy and 

love." 

 

"I just got this sense of we're all connected as the body of Christ," 

she said. I just found myself more constantly praying, 'Come, Holy 

Spirit.'" 

 

Those three words spill from her lips often -- before her 12-hour 

shifts, during the long and stressful hours with patients and long 

after her work for the day is done. Through them, she finds strength 

to keep going, and even to encourage her co-workers. 

 

One of the most powerful movements of the Holy Spirit she 

experienced was while caring for a man dying of respiratory failure. 

She had been with him throughout the morning and even had 

prayed silently over him. "I just sat next to him and held his hand," 

she said. "And, I leaned in really close to his ear so he could hear 
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me. And, I told him that I had heard that he was a Christian, that I 

was, too, and that I was going to pray over him. So, I traced the 

cross on his forehead. She called it "such a blessing" to be with him. 

She said he looked "calm and comfortable" after she prayed over 

him. He died a little while later, with Maslow still holding his hand. 

 

Providing such care for patients has its roots in her own tragedy. On 

July 4, 2010, her younger brother Alex died in a car accident at the 

age of 16. The pain of that loss connects her to the suffering of the 

patients and families she sees today. But, I think, even though that's 

hard, it's emotionally taxing for me, I think it's taught me, it's 

carved out a space in my heart where I can maybe empathize and 

love these people in a way that I wouldn't have been able to do 

before." 
  

  

Catholic Cemeteries Opened with Restrictions 

 

All Catholic cemeteries in the Paterson Diocese are opened to 

visitors from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays, allowing 

the public to visit the cemeteries after all internment are completed. 

This is to allow cemetery staffs the time to handle internment earlier 

in the day.  Those who visit the graves of their loved ones must 

observe the requirements of social distancing and maintain a group 

of no more than 10 persons. These changes will remain in effect at 

each cemetery as long as health and safety regulations are 

observed. 
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Parents have always been the primary teachers of their 

children.  Now, during the stay at home restrictions they have had 

to take on the roles of those people we so greatly miss, our 

exceptional teachers, and our devoted Religious Education 

Catechists. 

 

The website Aleteia has many resources for families,and their 

content is constantly changing, offering helpful articles, prayers 

and additional ways to practice your faith.  It is a great resource, 

not just for families but for anyone who is interested in great 

Catholic content.  I really liked these two articles this week, the first 

offering a simple way to Pray the Psalms with your children,and 

the second, The Ten Commandments for a Large and Happy 

Family. I encourage you to take a look. 
  

  

INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP 

 

The Interfaith Food Pantry will be collecting donations in 

Morristown on Saturday, May 16.  “The food pantry really needs 
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our help,” Township Mayor Cathy Wilson said in a statement. “A 

lot of people are suffering right now.”  Items most needed include: 

pasta, pasta sauce, tomato products, cereal, dry milk (1 quart 

packaging), evaporated milk, shelf stable rice/almond milk, peanut 

butter, Rice-A-Roni, Hamburger Helper, canned tuna fish, canned 

meat and meals (ravioli, stew, chili), hearty variety soup, baby 

formula (Enfamil preferred), baby food (stages 1, 2, and 3), baby 

cereal (oatmeal preferred), and diapers (size 4, 5, and 6). 

 

In Morristown, the drop-off is behind town hall, 200 South St., from 

9 a.m. to noon. The same social distancing routine will 

apply.  Please do not bring your donations to Assumption 

Church. 

 

For those who may be struggling with illness at this time, whether 

Covid-19 or another physical, emotional or spiritual sickness, know 

that Fr. Luke and I are here for you, to pray for your recovery and 

for the grace of God and the love of our Blessed Mother to be with 

you.  

  

You can email me at any time at msgrjohnhart@assumptio... or Fr. 

Luke at lwnuk@assumptionparish...   And if you know of anyone 

who may need help with shopping for groceries, picking up 

prescriptions, or any other necessary errands, please have them call 

our Good Samaritan Coordinator Audrey Geraghty 

at 973.538.3134.    
  

  

This week we will be livestreaming the Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:30 

p.m. , and Holy Mass Sunday at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m., and weekday 

Mass Monday through Friday at 12:05 p.m.  Most of us don't have 

Misalettes at home, but you can follow along on your tablet or 

smartphone with help from USCCB.org. There is also a pdf 

included in this Flocknote with the songs and readings for Masses 
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this weekend.   Our weekly bulletin is also attached.  Please take 

the time to read it. 

 

Father Luke will continue to offer Adoration and Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  Please join us for 

this very powerful hour of prayer. 
  

I thank all of you who are continuing to support Assumption 

Parish financially through this time.  Your faithfulness to your 

commitment to tithe is so appreciated. We are receiving your 

contributions by mail, as well as those that are made electronically, 

through Faith Direct or on our website.  As always, your 

contributions are being recorded, and will be acknowledged for tax 

purposes. 

 

If you would like to make your offertory contribution online, you 

can set up a one time or recurring offertory donation to 

Assumption Church, at our our online donations page on our 

website.  

  

The time may be coming when church will open up again.  Until 

then, let us pray  

that through the power of the Holy Spirit, God will renew the face 

of the earth. 

 

Happy Easter, 

Father John 
 

  
  

  

  

 
 

Bulletin May 17, 2020.pdf  

  

 
 

Worship Aid May 17, 2020.pdf  

   

  

  
 

  

 

  

  
 

Sent by Assumption Parish 
 

    Reply  
 

 
 

  

  

  

Direct replies to this email can only be seen by admins. Click the blue Reply button above 
to leave a public comment.  
Email me when people reply to this note  

  

  

  

  
 

my info  •  unsubscribe 

  
  



7

91 Maple Avenue, Morristown, NJ 07960   •   assumptionparish.org 
 

  

 

  

 


